Independent Consultation on Moorings And Boating Issues





About This Questionnaire:  


The New British Waterways Trial Moorings Code, Legal Information and Current Law.





British Waterways have introduced a new moorings code which applies to all boats cruising the Inland Waterways of Great Britain. Under this Code, British Waterways state that all cruising boats must move 120 new lock miles,  - not returning to the same place within three months, regardless of age, ability, work or school commitments, or whether travelling with a crew or single handed.  For some, this raises issues of health, safety, and serious financial or educational implications. 





British Waterways have published the following example in their new diary and in their guide to the new code:





“Fred … travels between several different moorings. The furthest north that he reaches is Harefield, and in the other direction he reaches Southall. Although Fred travelled a total of 29 lock-miles over the period, he has only covered 13 different lock-miles and this is a long way short of the 120 needed to comply with the code. Alternative cruising patterns which would give Fred the necessary 120 different lock-miles over the three month period might be: 


·	Uxbridge to Wolverton (near Milton Keynes) and back - a total of 120 different lock-miles


·	Uxbridge via the Regents Canal to Stepney (37 lock-miles) Stepney - Uxbridge (no new lock-miles); Uxbridge - Marsworth (83 lock-miles)


Of course, Fred might find it extremely difficult to achieve either of these patterns and ensure that his children still get to school each day! This would suggest that he should attempt to find a proper home mooring for his boat. And if this isn’t possible, maybe he needs to reconsider whether living afloat without a permanent mooring is a practical option.”





The British Waterways Act 1995, which is the current law, states that all cruising boats must have a valid licence. The licence fee pays for canal maintenance, rubbish and sewage disposal, drinking water, bailiffs and administration. The 1995 Act states that cruising boats must move to a different place every 14 days. ‘Place’ is not defined under law: it can be interpreted as moving out of sight, or to a different lock pound.  


Law always takes precedent over rules imposed by a land owner or governing body.  


Under Article 8 of the European Convention of Human Rights, we all have a right to respect for private family life and home.





However, boaters are encouraged to prove that they have travelled far enough and fast enough to comply with the code by filling in a new diary, which can be signed on a daily basis by officials along the canal. Boaters are informed that without being able to prove that they have complied with the code, British Waterways may not issue them with a licence. Without a licence, they could have their boats, and all their possessions therein, taken away from them by British Waterways.





British Waterways claim that the reason for the introduction of the new code is that there have been complaints that continuous cruisers do not pay for moorings. However, the new code will also penalise those with permanent moorings, as the rules restrict holiday makers as well as continuous cruisers.





This questionnaire seeks to build an accurate picture of boaters’ views, which will be collated by boaters, traveller support groups and human rights organisations, who are working towards a sustainable and workable solution for all canal and river users. Some members of the coalition are concerned that the new moorings code is against their right to private and family life and home, and that a more viable and representative solution should be sought.


�
General Questions:





1. Name………………………………………….	2. Email or Mobile Number..................................


     (Statistical purposes only)				                                                                                    Address..................................................


                                                                                                     ..........................................................


                                                                                                (If you wish to receive campaign updates from us)





3. Please tick if you are a member of one of the following boaters’ groups:





NABO            	RBOA		Other (Please state) ……………………………





4. Would you join these groups if there were reduced membership rates for people on low incomes / benefits?  yes / no


   


5. Do you live aboard? Yes / No	6. How long have you been boating? ..….…. years / ….….. generations





7. How many people usually live / cruise with you on your boat?  ………….adults and …………...children.





8. What attracts you to the rivers and canals? (Please tick all that apply)





Scenery	           Wildlife	Liveaboard Boats		Community	Enjoy  Traveling	





Holiday	           Fun	Low Cost Accommodation 	Low Impact Lifestyle


 Sustainability	Peace & Quiet Oher……………………………………………………………………………..





Current Mooring Patterns and New Suggestions:





9. Which boat licence do you currently hold? (If unlicenced please state why).……………………………...





10. Where do you currently moor?……………………... 





11. Do you pay for a permanent mooring? yes / no





12. If you pay for a permanent mooring, do you receive additional facilities for the money you pay


      (eg,  240 volt electricity, garden, clubhouse, security of being away from public access etc)  


     yes / no





13. When cruising, do you usually moor: (please tick preferred options)





(i) in crowded areas  	     	 (ii) in small groups   	          (iii) alone                 (iv) in cities(v) in countryside	 / suburbs	 (vi) in restricted areas   (except when using facilities)?





14. Have you observed a problem with (i) overcrowding	 or (ii) overstaying         


on restricted moorings in your usual cruising area? (Please tick if yes)





15. If you feel that there is a problem with overcrowding in your area, should this be resolved by:





(i)	Restricting moorings in areas of high demand (eg. 2 hours at water points, 7 days away from facilities) but not restricting craft in rural or suburban areas / where there is low demand                     	         yes / no





(ii)	The new BWB trial moorings code - moving boats 120 new lock miles every three months 	   yes / no





(iii)	Enforcing the law as it stands now - moving boats to a different place every 14 days		   yes / no





(iv)	Other suggestion …………………………………………………………………………………………





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………














Employment





16. Are you currently 	(i) employed          	(ii)  self-employed      	(iii) unemployed    





(iv)  retired     		(v)  student       		(vi) other ...................





17. If complying with the new Trial Moorings Code, would you find it





(i) easier	           (ii) no difference  	   (iii) slightly difficult	   (iv) very difficult                              





(v) impossible





to continue with your present employment or find new work?





Benefits





18. Please state whether you receive any of the following benefits:





Child Benefit		State Pension		Housing Benefit		Income Support





Incapacity Benefit	Working Tax Credit	Child Tax Credit		DLA 





Other………………………………………………………………………………………………………	





19. Please describe any experience you have had of being denied benefits because of  being asked to move further or faster than the current law, of moving to a different place every 14 days.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





Health





20. The Trial Moorings Code states that allowances may be made for health issues and mechanical breakdown. However, concern has been raised by boaters that compliance with the new code might pose health and safety risks to disabled people, elderly people of limited mobility, people with children, people with injuries and people with mental health issues. This questionnaire seeks to clarify whether this is the case. Please state if you have any health problems that would be exacerbated by having to move your boat 120 new lock miles every three months. 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





21. Please state whether you are (i) very concerned 	    (ii) slightly concerned	                             





(iii) not concerned 





by health or safety risks that the new code could potentially pose to boaters.








22. Please describe any experience in which you have been denied healthcare (GP services, specialist referrals, contraception, mental health, maternity care etc) because of being asked to move further or faster than the current law, of moving to a different place every 14 days.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





23. Please describe any experience where your health has been put at risk by being asked to move further or faster than the current law, of moving to a different place every 14 days.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………














Education





Children deserve education, they should not be excluded from our community, or from the benefits of boating life. Please answer if you are a parent, a student, or are concerned for the future of our children:








24.Would compliance with the new code make it





(i) easier            		(ii) no difference        	(iii) more difficult 		





(iv) impossible 





for you / your children to receive consistent education?








25. Do you think that British Waterways should consider being more lenient with families, or to allow families to stay within an area in order for their children to attend school (for at least one term at a time) in any given area?  yes / no








26. Has your child previously been denied education or socialisation by being asked to move further or faster than the current law, of moving to a different place every 14 days? yes / no








Please  contact the below address if  you would like information about home education, or the traveller school charity.








Thank you for filling in our questionnaire. Please add any further comments on a separate sheet.


All information will be treated in the strictest confidence.


Please contact us on  0775 919 4789 / 0781 660 2050 /  hannah@groundswell.org.uk  if you wish to receive updates or to contribute further to our research or campaign: 


Please return questionnaires to NABO or Hannah Luff, c/o Hebden Bridge Post Office, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, HX7 8AA. 


