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BEWARE THE BAILIFF

New laws will give bailiffs the power
to force entry into peoples homes
and obstructing a bailiff will be pun-
ishable by up to 12 months in jail. The
Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Bill had
it’s 2nd reading in the commons in march
but plans for independent regulation have
been dropped. At present a bailiff can only
enter your house if you let them in or if a
door or window is open

Debt collection is a growth industry but it
is not properly regulated and complaints
are common. The Citizens Advice Burcau
studied 500 cases and found atmost two
thirds of bailiffs were guilty of harassment
orintimidation. 40% “misrepresented their
powers of entry’ and 42% charged ex-
cessive fees. The Bureau’s chicf exec

states ‘bailiffs have an appalling track
record of abusing their existing powers
against vulnerable people. they often use
threats of violence and imprisonment to
pressure people into paying sums they
cannot afford.”

In the last year the CAB dealt with 1.4
million debt problems, an 11% increasc
on the year before.Personal debts in the
UK add up to around £1.300 billion with
average houschold debt at £8,795 not
including mortgages. This means big re-
wards for the banks which flog credit
to almost anyone. These banks are also
bringing in new unpopular charges,
which people are forced to accept be-
cause their overdrafis mean they can’t
change banks. More overleaf...
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Beauty Spot

Langtree Mclean have cut down
over 1000 trees at the old garden fes-
tival site, Dingle, without yet having plan-
ning permission or ownership of the site. This
is a wildlifc haven with many mature trees
and birds that arc just starting breeding ac-
tivity, which makes the tree felling iflegal. The
site was originally four separate landfills, then
exotic gardens were planted in the 80s which
went wild producing a well loved, slightly
inaccessible nature spot in an arca desig-
nated by the council as ‘green wedge’.

Development was stalled by locals worried
about the loss of green space, more traffic
and disturbed ground pollution. Now the
council and Langtree hope to build a

Devastated

sculptered park and homes above garages
so they are separated from the polluted
ground. 60 odd people met on April Ist,
and plans were made to meet 2pm Sunday
15 April by the pub, north end of the site
for a protest. Objection letters must go to
the council by April 17th. Apparently the
Priory woods are also under threat from a
new ‘straight’ foot path.
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Old Police Station,
Lark Lane

Tues 10 April - Liverpool Social Forum
meeting, basement of 96 Bold St. 7.30pm.
Fri 20th April Critical Mass bike ride, re-
claim the streets from the motorcar. 6pm Chi-
nese arch, Berry St.

Sat &Sun 21/22nd April, Climate Camp plan-
ning event, see above & social sat evening
with film & music of Alun Parry and others.
St Michaels Cricket Club, behind station.

26th -29th April Radical Film Festival,
News from Nowhere basement, 96 Bold St.
Feat: The Fducators, Punishment Park, Con-
trol Room, Weather Underground...

28 Avril - World Dav for Lab Animals. info

/ demo at Clayton Square from noon.

1stMay - MAYDAY march and LSF gigin
the evening. L.ook out for details

Every Weds Open Mike at the Crown Ho-
tel, Conway St. Birkenhead.

Correction- Thereis no such thing as the Philip
Larkin Republican Flute Band. James Larkin was
an Irish man born in L’pool, 1876. He became a
docker, set up trade unions in Treland and served
time for his republican and socialist belicfs.

News not Profit needs your sto-
vies; ‘LSF !News not Profit),
News from Nowhere, 96 Bold 5t,
Liverpool, L1 or email;

liverpoolsf@yahoo.co.itk

News not Profit
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Noisy Career Advice

15 activists picketed Liverpool army recruit-
ment on March 20th, marking 4 years since
the invasion of Iraq. Lots of noise was made,
annoying both army recruitcrs and the un-
popular Reeds employment agency next
door. Said one activist ‘wars won’t be
stopped by petitions, marches or ‘left’ poli-
ticians. We need to make the link between
capitalism’s demand for oil profits abroad
and attacks on living standards at home.

Positive Action on Climate
Liverpool will be hosting a national plan-
ning meeting for the 2007 Camp for Climate
Action. There will be day time sessions on
21st/22nd April at the Lark Lane Old Police
Station, with a social evening on saturday.
The camp will happen 14th -21st August
somewhere in Fngland. [ ast years camp was
an educational and practical event involv-
ing direct action against Drax power station,
one of the biggest polluters in the UK.

Free Food Disappears
Liverpool’s Vegan Food Festival moved to
TLark Lane m march and got record crowdds
in. Donations went to causes like Garston
Animal Rescue and meat caters were sc
sampling a wide range of meat and dz.iny
free alternatives

1¥s Just Not Cricket

Merseyside Animal Rights continue { heir
campaign against ‘fashion’ retailer Crr ket
which despite a UK ban on fur favming, is
insisting on importing fur from abroad

Cricket made a pledge to the Fcho last year
that it would stop selling fur, followin g pro-
tests. It went back on its word, stocking
coyote, mink, fox and raccoon fur inits win-
ter collection. The animals arc reared on fac-
tory farms in conditions which caus«: accute
stress, sclf mutilation and cannibalism.
Cricket won'’t enter into dialogue with pro-
testers who are picketing the shop around
3 times a week,despite being harussed by
the police with spectacular inconsistency.

- Katy





