Att: Turkish Airlines

Fax: 0208-759 58 14 Or 01784 421726

Phone: 0208-897 17 31 or 0208 745 64 01 or 01784 421717

Dear Turkish Airlines,

Re: Halil Demirci and family, Turkish Airlines flight TK1982 8th June 7:00am

I have made myself familiar with the case of Halil Demirci, his wife Songul and their children Sezer and Donduzilan (Home Office ref D1052128). They are due to be removed from the UK at 7:00am on Friday 8th June, on Turkish Airlines flight TK1982.

The family have lived in the UK for 6 years and have made their home in Glasgow. Sezer, who is 12 years old, attends Alexander Parade Primary School. He speaks English with a Scottish accent. His sister Donduzilan, who is 5 years old, was born in Scotland.

A warrant was issued for Halil’s arrest as recently as the 28th February this year, accusing him of PKK membership. As Kurds, it is not safe for them to be forced to return to Turkey. According to Human Rights Watch, “Denied political, and cultural rights, Kurds have been the principal victims of the Turkish state's excesses since the military coup of 1980”.  The Turkish Government’s treatment of the Kurds is internationally recognised as some of the worst human rights abuses in the world. The Government is particularly harsh on those they perceive as activists and Halil because of his association with the PKK, at least, if not his whole family, will face imprisonment, torture and possibly even death if they are returned to Turkey.

Turkey and Human Rights violations:

During the first 8 months of the year 2006, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) delivered 196 final judgments finding that Turkey had violated at least one article of the European Convention of Human Rights. From 1st September 2005 until 31 August 2006 2 100 new applications regarding Turkey were made to the ECHR. More than 2/3 of the applications introduced to the ECHR refer to the right to a fair trial (Article 6) and protection of property rights (Article 1 of Protocol No 1). The right to life (Article 2) and the prohibition of torture (Article 3) are referred to in 78 and 142 cases respectively. There are 46 countries covered by the ECHR in the last 7 years 20% of all judgments were against violations by Turkey.

I ask you urgently to consider to not carrying this family from the UK; the children have spent the most formative years of their life in our country. 

Yours Sincerely,
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Date: 

