Wolde Abza, Area Manager UK & Ireland, Ethiopian Airlines

1 Dukes Gate

Acton Lane

London, W4 5DX 

T: 020 8987 7000, F: 020-8747 9339, woldea@ethiopianairlines.com
Dear Mr. Abza

Forced Removal of Annociate Nimpagaritse on Ethiopian Airlines on Wednesday 5th March on the 21:00 flight ET701 to Addis Ababa and onwards on Thursday 6th March on the 10:15 flight ET807 to Burundi

I am writing to ask you to not carry out this forced removal.

Annociate is from the minority Tutsi ethnic group and was born in Bujumbura, the capital city.  She says that Hutus killed various family members in 1993. Annociate says that in 2004 a number of armed men, who she believes to have been from the FNL (Forces nationals de liberation), a Hutu rebel group, shot and killed her parents at the family home.  Annociate says that she and her siblings managed to escape from the house and fled to a refugee camp but she became separated from them and does not know their whereabouts.  Annociate fled to the UK in 2005.

The immigration judge in Annociate's appeal accepted that "The conditions in the camp were appalling and there was little food to eat. The Appellant lived in the camp for a period of one year but constantly feared further attacks by Hutus. Her account was consistent with the objective material contained in the latest CIPU report [from the Home Office] on the Burundi."  However, the immigration judge refused Annociate's asylum claim. Annociate made a fresh claim April 2007 but this has now also been rejected.

Annociate fears persecution on the basis of her ethnicity and gender, and her belief that she could not get protection from the government. Annociate is a young woman who is very vulnerable, traumatised by her past, and at great risk because she has no family or other support in the country.

"The FCO [Foreign & Commonwealth Office] country profile for Burundi stated, "The human rights situation in Burundi remains poor, with widespread abuses committed by all parties, particularly in the rural areas surrounding the capital. Tens of thousands of people remain internally displaced. Killing of civilians, reprisal killings, torture, rape, theft, illegal and arbitrary detention, and forced labour have been reported. Rape and gang rape against women, girls and boys is on the increase. The judicial system has little capacity to act in timely and impartial manner, and impunity is pervasive … The USSD, Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2005, 8 March 2006, noted that … The PALIPEHUTU-FNL [Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People/National Liberation Front] continued to commit numerous serious human rights abuses against civilians, including killings, indiscriminate shelling of civilian areas, kidnappings, rapes, theft, extortion, the forcible recruitment and employment of children as soldiers, and the use of forced labor." - Home Office country report on Burundi, 14 March 2007.

"She [Annociate] suffers from post traumatic stress disorder" - Dr Lucy Manning, Central Health Clinic, Sheffield - letter dated 22/03/07.
Annociate is likely to be aggravated by this forced removal and this may affect the comfort and safety of other passengers

An article in the Independent, 08/10/07 "Major airline refuses to help with forcible removal of immigrants"

(http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article3038391.ece) reports, “a Home Office spokesman said the Borders and Immigration Agency only contracted with airlines willing to operate removal flights. He added: "The agency uses agents/brokers to arrange both charter and scheduled removals. Airline captains have the right to refuse carriage of a passenger and will do so if they feel appropriate for security or commercial reasons."

This may seem to indicate that Ethiopian Airlines could choose not to be “willing to operate removal flights” and I urge you to take this stance.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerely,

Name: 

……………………………….




Date : …………………………..

Address: 
…………………………………………………………………………
Postcode : ………………………..

