Willie Walsh, 

BA Chief Executive Officer 

British Airways

Fax: 020 8759 4314
Dear Mr. Walsh,

I am writing to you regarding Augustine Eme facing forced removal on 27 March 2008 on British Airways Flight BA075 from Heathrow Airport at 12:50 to Lagos.
Augustine is an Igbo from the south-east area of Biafra and belongs to MASSOB

(Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra), an un-armed nonviolent

movement that advocates a separate state of Biafra. 

The Federal Government of Nigeria the banned MASSOB in 2001.

Augustine was detained and tortured following attendance of a MASSOB meeting in

Nigeria.

Extracts from the Home Office Operational Guidance Note on Nigeria (issued 18

January 2007) ;

"In the southeast over 600 people were arrested and detained during 2005 on

suspicion of being members of MASSOB"

"... those that take part in illegal demonstrations or other illegal activities [eg raising the

“Biafra” flag or being in possession of “Biafra” currency] may face arrest and

prosecution for any offences that have been committed"

"Demonstrations in September 2005, following Biafra Day on 26 August 2005, claimed

a reported 6 lives although other local reports indicated as many as 200 may have

been killed by police. Ralph Uwazurike, the leader of the group, was arrested in

October 2005 along with 6 of his deputies on treason charges."

"According to MASSOB figures, more than 100 MASSOB supporters were in detention

as of March 2006"

The most important thing here is Augustine’s life, and that of his family.




The UK Home Office says it is up to the carrier, whether they carry deportees!
Please do not be involved in returning Mr Augustine Eme where he faces persecution, torture, if not death because this is a death sentence on him should he be returned to Nigeria. 

Yours Sincerely,
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