Programme for Radical History Meeting

Tuesday 24 June 2007 – 7 pm

T&G, Transport House, 128 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8TN

1. Introduction  

Purpose of meeting: 

· to raise awareness of detention centre protest as a political movement

· to support current protest by setting it within a historical tradition 

Scope of meeting:

· detainee activism in detention 

· NOT conditions of detention or surrounding issues about the asylum system, destitution, anti-deportation campaigns etc. 

Outline of chronology and main types of resistance and summary of main events.

2. Speakers from various detention centre protests, including the 2005 Yarl’s Wood mass hungerstrike and the 2006 Harmondsworth uprising 

· to talk about the events in which they were involved 

· to address some of the following questions if they want to 

· What were the triggers for the protests? 

· What were the demands? Why were those demands chosen? 

· Why did they choose that type of protest? What tactics did the protestors use in the course of their protests? 

· How did the protestors organise amongst themselves? 

· How did the protestors manage divide and rule tactics by the authorities? 

· What outside support did they get? How helpful was it? What kind of support were they hoping to get? 

· Outcomes – impact of the protests on conditions and treatment; gains and losses; repression by the authorities  

· How did the protests change the way the protestors viewed themselves and their situation? 

· Why have the protests had such a low profile relative both to the level of protest and to the profile given by activists to other forms of resistance? What is the relationship between detainee activism and what is called the ‘social movement’? Issues of racism etc. 

3. Open discussion 

4. Groups to give brief outline of current activities 

5. Proposal for working group to create written record of history of detention centre resistance 

