Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132

Dear Home Secretary,

Dear Jacqui Smith

Re: Naverah Nuzhat Saleemi, HO Ref: S1372202/2
Naverah, and her four children Ahmad (age 12), Hassan (age 11), Husnain (age 11) and Humna (age 8, nationals of Pakistan and residents of Glasgow, were detained on Monday whilst reporting to the Home Office at Festival Court. They are currently detained in Yarl’s Wood IRC and due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Sunday 11th January at 16:50 on Pakistan International Airlines flight PK758 from London Heathrow to Lahore,

The family came to the UK in 2006 with the help of a friend. Naverah's husband had accused her of adultery and threatened to kill her and the children. He had been violent towards both Naverah and the children since the death of his mother in 2001. He had also threatened to have Naverah jailed for infidelity and locked her inside the marital home. Having escaped and managing to reach Glasgow, Naverah applied for asylum but this has now been refused by the Home Office as were subsequent appeals.

According to Human Rights Watch, domestic violence victims in Pakistan have virtually no access to judicial protection and redress. Officials at all levels of the criminal justice system do not consider domestic violence a matter for the criminal courts. Law enforcement authorities routinely dismiss domestic violence as a private dispute and female victims who attempt to register a police complaint of spousal or familial physical abuse are invariably turned away. Worse, they are regularly advised and sometimes pressured by the police to reconcile with their abusive spouses or relatives.  

Since arriving the family have made many friends and are all studying here. The children have been awarded many certificates by their schools and Naverah is studying Languages at Anniesland College.
Naverah and the children should be allowed to live with out the fear of threats of domestic violence, this would only be possible if they were allowed to remain in the UK, please release the family from detention and return them to their Glasgow community.
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