Outhit Bouabdellah CEO Air Agerie
1 Place Maurice Audin Alger

Algerie

FAX: 213 (0)2174 44 25-50 94-21-61-05.53

Dear Mr. Bouabdellah

Re: Noradine and Samia Berzi and their two sons Sami and M’Hand, are Algerian nationals who have lived in Dover, Kent for 4 years. They are due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Monday August 3rd at 21.05 on Air Algerie Flight AH 2055.
I urge you not to allow your company to co-operate in allowing this to happen.

The Berzi family are from Algiers. They came to the UK in 2005 fleeing domestic abuse from Samia’s husband’s family. Samia’s in laws are strict Muslims who have influence through the Mosque in the area. They forced Samia to wear the Hijab and deprived her of access to her children as a punishment for disobedience. She suffered mental torment because of this and twice tried to take her own life. When the children were taken by their grandparents Samia’s husband Noradine managed to bring them back. The family decided to leave immediately for Britain.
The family have integrated in Dover after initially being dispersed and returning because Samia felt it better for her sons to continue their education in a town where they had friends and strong community links. The boys have represented their school at sports events and now speak fluent English. They regard themselves as British and have only faint recollections of Algeria. Samia has been active in her community as a visitor and committee member for Dover Detainee Visitor Group. She also volunteered for Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN), Banardos and St Gustons church in Dover. Letters of support have been sent from these organizations to the Home Office and the MP for Dover, Gwyn Prosser has made representations to the immigration minister Phil Woolas for the Berzi family to remain in the UK on compassionate grounds.
Samia’s asylum claim was refused because she did not claim asylum immediately on arrival in the UK. She had no understanding of Refugee law and could speak no English. She therefore

worked in a Kebab shop for a year without papers to support her family. She had hoped to raise enough money to find a solicitor to regularize her status.
Samia fears that if the family are removed to Algeria her in laws will find them and take the boys.

She says she would have no recourse to the Law. She is fearful for the children’s safety.
Samia is highly stressed by her situation. She has been having counselling in Dover for depression organized by her GP. She has told friends and colleagues that she is not eating

or drinking and they are very concerned about her.

Home Office policy says that it is a decision for the carrier as to whether they carry deportees. In view of this I urge you not force Noradine and Samia Berzi and their sons Sami and M’Hand to be returned to Algeria where the children will be greatly at risk.
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