Mr Alan Johnson MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings, 2 Marsham St, London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132    Email: citto@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Dear Home Secretary 
Yves Yitgna Njitchoua Home Office reference: Y1068251 a national of Cameroon and resident of Manchester, is currently detained in Colnbrook IRC and due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Wednesday 28th April’10 by charter flight PVT 003 @ 06:30.

Yves sought asylum because of his political activities with SDF (Social Democratic Front - the main political opposition group in Cameroon). He became a regional co-ordinator for the political group (CDC) Cameroon Diaspora Coalition in UK. His involvement in these two groups put him at high risk of being detained and persecuted for his political views if returned to Cameroon as intended. Yves has been actively demonstrating against the human rights abuses and corruption that goes on in his country, and has been very critical of Cameroon's President Biya (who has been in power for more than 2 decades now). He is terrified for his fate if sent back to his country of origin because he knows what will happen to him because he still has the scarring and ill-health attributed to the abuse he endured whilst in detention at the hands of the authorities in Cameroon. 

Yves has been a law-abiding person since claiming asylum in UK in 2005. His health is not good and is therefore not physically nor mentally fit to fly long-haul. UKBA appear not to have given full consideration to Yves’ medical issues, his torture account and his current injuries (which he said occurred as a result of an assault that took place in Nairobi whilst in the care of UKBA immigration escorts).  Clearly, Yves is not fit for detention or any long travel. I would ask that you consider his matter on medical grounds as well as humanitarian grounds. Even one judge commented that it is accepted that Yves had been arrested and detained and escaped as claimed in his account about his problems in Cameroon forcing him to flee. He has contributed to migrant community forums promoting and protecting asylum rights as well as helping in other community projects in Manchester. Yves also helped to organise the demonstration and publicity on 4th September 09 against deportations to Cameroon because of the risk of human rights abuses asylum seekers with political conviction endure when sent back to Cameroon. 

USA: Country Reports on Human Rights Practices  - Cameroon 2008
The government's human rights record remained poor, and it continued to commit human rights abuses, particularly following widespread February riots to protest increased food and fuel costs. Security forces committed numerous unlawful killings. Security forces also engaged in torture, beatings, and other abuses, particularly of detainees and prisoners. Prison conditions were harsh and life threatening. Authorities arrested and detained anglophone citizens advocating secession, local human rights monitors and activists, persons not carrying government-issued identity cards, and other citizens. There were incidents of prolonged and sometimes incommunicado pretrial detention and infringement on citizens' privacy rights. The government restricted citizens' freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and association, and harassed journalists. The government also impeded citizens' freedom of movement. Other problems included widespread official corruption; societal violence and discrimination against women; female genital mutilation (FGM); trafficking in persons, primarily children; and discrimination against pygmies, ethnic minorities, indigenous people, and homosexuals. The government restricted worker rights and the activities of independent labor organizations. Child labor, hereditary servitude, and forced labor, including forced child labor, were problems.

“Allegations were also made that authorities administered beatings in temporary holding cells within police or gendarme facilities. Security forces reportedly subjected prisoners and detainees to degrading treatment, including stripping them, confining them in severely overcrowded cells, denying them access to toilets or other sanitation facilities, and beating them to extract confessions or information about alleged criminals. Pre trial detainees reported that prison guards sometimes required them, under threat of abuse, to pay "cell fees," a bribe paid to prison guards to prevent further abuse.”  (US Department of State/ 2009 Human Rights Report on Cameroon  issued 11/03/10).  
I am requesting that you, as Home Secretary,  should carry out a thorough but fair review of this asylum claim. I am requesting to this Honourable Home Secretary the immediate release of Yves and to cancel the planned charter removal on humanitarian grounds. Yves has serious medical issues, he is a torture survivor, and is presently unfit to travel due to the injuries he received whilst in Nairobi last weekend whilst in the care of immigration escorts acting on your behalf (Yves is very concerned that as his luggage containing his asylum file papers has gone missing in Nairobi, it is likely to have been flown to Cameroon. If this happens, he is at very high risk of being arrested, detained and tortured if he sets foot back in Cameroon).  

 As he has been here in UK since more than 4 years, he has been law-abiding, he has been politically active and community-minded.....even in Brook House detention centre,  he tried to play his part in making relations between detainees and staff a lot better. This is the type of person UK needs to retain for future economic, cultural and social benefit.  I hope that all things thoroughly considered, the UK government could grant him status through the legacy programme or even on medical grounds (his MLR appears not to have been fairly considered by UKBA or the courts mainly because Yves’ credibility is in question – but if you refer to Dana Leigh Marks, President of the National Association of Immigration Judges ‘If somebody tells me he’s going to be persecuted when he goes back home and I’m wrong, I’m sentencing him to death….What makes asylum cases tricky for Immigration Judges is people don’t get notes from their dictators.’ She went on to say that people can be suffering from PTSD, which makes them terrible witnesses. She also said, ‘We are death penalty cases in Traffic Court settings. And another judge described judging in asylum cases as a sacred trust.) if UK Home Office continue to robustly ignore the evidences that support he is at risk of political persecution as an SDF activist, opposing the CPDM regime in Cameroon. 

I believe that the current UK Home Office policy of deporting asylum seekers who have been victims of torture and detention in their country of origin does not reflect the reality of cases like Yves' and, should he be removed, will be cast into an arena of fear where even in that large country, there will be no hiding the authorities who are determined to root out at every level persons who are opponents of corruption and human rights abuses.  

Yours Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

City:                                     Postcode:                                            Country:

Date:                                    Email:                                                    Phone:

