Globalisation and the Resistance

"We are back to primitive accumulation-plunder on a world stage. Only this time the pillage is accompanied by aid. Sustained by expert advice and underpinned by programmes and policies that perpetuates dependency. Those who are poor and powerless to break out of their poverty are also those who by and large are non-white, non-western, third world. Poverty and powerlessness are intertwined in colour and race. Discrimination and exploitation feed into each other today under global capitalism"

-Asian Dub Foundation "The Colour Line". 

     Seattle in November 1999 provided a birthplace for a movement. A new vibrant movement that has spread around the globe with a furious speed and a sense of poetic militancy, demanding global economic justice. That this birth should take place in a city imfamously associated with the co-option and prostitution of anger for profit (anybody remember grunge?), on the same streets that gave birth to those symbols of galloping consumerism and rampant exploitation Nike, Starbucks and Microsoft is not without its ironies. But there is also another gorgeous historical resonance - the fightback started in the same city in which American workers struck in their nations only ever general strike refusing to stand idly by while their government attempted to slaughter a revolution in the distant fields and cities of Russia.


For five days downtown Seattle witnessed trade unionists and environmentalists, revolutionaries and pensioners, anybody and everybody came together in a 100,000 strong human blockade under the banner of "People before profit", in their unity they shut down the WTO. While the wet dreams of multinationals turned into nightmares in fortified conference centres, the message from the shadows of corporate America was "Our world is not for sale". For the first time ever the snakes that are the institution of the WTO, IMF and World Bank were dragged kicking and screaming out of their holes and exposed to the public. Like snakes, they bit back when attacked. People who went to Seattle with the expressed aim of saving the rainforests went home intent on tearing the head off the same system that had them baton charged, sprayed with teargas, arrested and beaten for daring to voice a desire to have a say in the decision that affect their lives - otherwise known as democracy.


The WTO meeting in Seattle was where the most powerful corporate interests in the world lustfully prepared to set the stage for the unbridled reign of profit in the new millenium. Together they redefined public services, a safety net for the poor, as trade barriers to be eradicated. They attempted to foist the general agreement on trades in-services on an unsuspecting world, a major assault on our public services including education, a threat to democracy, to the ability of government to regulate and create standards in labour rights, environment and safety, exerting enormous pressure on them to surrender public services to a private sector where the only concern is the creaming off of profit with scant regard for the needs of the public. The world of neo-liberal globalisation is one in which your childs school is controlled by the same multinational which exploits child labour on the other side of the globe, where the local hospital is run by the same faceless corporation which creates the weapons which slaughter Palestinian teenagers.


Another safegaurd of greed forced on us by these unaccountable bureaucrats is trade related intellectual property rights. The recent attempt by a coalition of drug companies to prosecute the south African state for purchasing cheap generic drugs in a desperate effort to combat its all consuming Aids epidemic gives us a clear idea of the inherent lack of justice and compassion at the heart of the WTO. It is an organization which is never concerned with the protection of the poor but with the protection of those who seek to earn a profit from the sick and weak. Capitalism is indeed a sick system.


The WTO is a place where governments and corporate interests collude in private away from the eyes of domestic pressure groups and the public. It refuses to accept submission from groups outside the governments and corporation directly involved in carving our world in the name of profit. The people who fought the battle against globalisation on Seattle's street would nod their heads in agreement with the sentiments expressed by the world council of churches at the Prague protests last September: "The economic policies pursued by the G8, World Bank, IMF and WTO are totalitarian, they are fascist".


If the WTO is the brain behind globalistaion, then the IMF and the World Bank are the terrorists who force this deadly pill of "greed rules ok" on an already ill and crippled world. The allocation of voting rights according to economy size guarantees that these institutions are run safely in the interests of the eight western economic powers. These are the same institutions that have refused to cancel the third world debt. A debt they use as a chain to bind the hands and feet of the third world, allowing the IMF and the World Bank to inflict the economic nail bomb of the WTO and globalisaton on the hundreds of millions of people who toil away under the southern sun, in Nikes windowless sweatshops and multinational controlled export processing zones and labour camps, just so stolen money and wealth can continue to flow into the accounts of western governments and banks under the euphemism of "debt repayments". They refuse aid of loan restructuring unless the economically crippled nations agree to structural adjustment programmes and austerity packages, depriving government of economic control and clearing the way for multinationals to plunder raw materials, exploit labour and terrorize unions, devastate the environment and in general run riot in an greed fuelled pursuit of profit.


Neo-liberal globalisation is the attempt to create a world where nothing can stand in the way of profit creation. The proponents of this system attempt to justify their actions through the "trickledown" arguments. They tell us to stand back and be content to watch the forces of greed devastate out lives, our environment, our world and eventually some of the wealth will "trickledown" to the weaker sections of society and the global community. As the difference in living standards between the developed and developing world become more polarized as seven million children starve to death each year and the gap between rich and poor proceeds to grow even in a neo-liberal "success" story like the Celtic tiger, their justification proves to be nothing but a sick twisted lie. Worse still, they have the arrogance to admit it. As Flemming Larsen, the European director of the IMF admitted "the poorest nations have in fact been regressing during the last few decades. I fear the gap between rich and poor will continue to grow". The failure of the Jubilee 2000 campaign for cancellation of the debt and reform of these institutions can only lead us to one conclusion - they must be smashed.


The victory of Seattle has become the inspiration for a generation of activists. There the connection between a previously irreconcilable range of groups was made - teamsters and turtles, together at last. In their solidarity they managed to kick the system, tight in the heart of the beast. As corporate greed thought it was going to cross the bridge to a millenium of uncontrolled lust, bringing an unprecedented misery to millions, it caught a glimpse of something over its shoulders and has been followed ever since y a relentless sprint of globalised resistance. A resistance which has not only produced massive demonstrations in western capitals but resistance in the fields and mountains of Mexico, the streets of the Philippines, outside the high street chains and outlets that profit from globalised exploitation. It has seen French farm leaders dismantle McDonalds, in a symbolic gesture of protest against Americas attacks on farm subsides through the WTO. It is a movement and a resistance of millions. Where-ever these institutions - responsible for more death and misery than any military machine - go they will be met by an opposition which raises its clenched fist of resistance in the air, unhearlds its banner of "People Before Profit" and screams in protest that our world is not for sale.


Globalisation is not some abstract issue solely affecting the starving masses of the third world; its tentacles will encroach into all our lives. The fight against globalisation is evident in local communities fighting water and refuse charges, the erection of mobile phonemasts and the introduction of incinerators. The fightback is reaching a revolutionary crest in Athy as workers in Peerless Rugs occupy their factory in opposition to it's unnecessary closure at the hands of a profit greedy Reffround Group, intent on raising their own profit margins by robbing Athy workers of their jobs and raising productivity levels in factories else where. It's evident in the Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland's refusal to be beaten and crushed by a neo-liberal government, which has left our schools overcrowded cold and underfurnised. In the student occupations for an increased student grant. To fight globalisation we must forge links between all our struggles, only then can we challenge a capitalist system, which ultimately puts profit before people and greed before need. As Jeffery Danaher, one of the organisers of the Seattle protests constantly points out, "We are the gnats biting the elephant's ass, alone we are useless but together we can cripple the beast". Our resistance is as transnational as their capital and as Seattle proved - resistance is not futile. Bring the spirit of Seattle to the streets, villages, towns, cities and crossroads of Ireland and together, we can take the power back.

