Youth activism in the era of globalisation
Building the international solidarity movement for a new and just order

Introduction

The last PUDEMO congress paper on international work together with the strategy and tactics document identified and reiterated our perspective in understanding international work; that international work is an integral part of our struggle and that our struggle as well is an integral and not an isolated struggle from the international struggle of the working class to end all systems of oppression and exploitation, a struggle that should be underpinned by a conviction to the creation of a just, equitable and global new order based on the ideas for respect of human dignity and freedoms.

From this basis we have therefore to characterize and understand the Tinkhundla royal establishment also as an integrated backward version of a global system of exploitation that helps to aid the perpetuation of exploitation of the working class of Swaziland through the justification of culture and religion. This on its own therefore explains why PUDEMO in the international paper characterize our revolution as a struggle against global imperialism.

Globalisation and how it affect poor people

Swazi Liberation struggle under current world order/ disorder

The last quarter of the twenty first century has seen a major economic and ideological shift in world order which has been precipitated by what is termed as the fall of the Soviet Union which constituted the Socialist Eastern Bloc. The fall of the Soviet Union in particular brought an end to the Bi-polar world which was constituted by the Eastern Socialist block and the Western Capitalist block. This world historic even which ended the cold war period reshaped world ideological and economic order towards the hegemony of one dominant ideology "Capitalism". The people of Africa and Southern Africa in particular suffered a great setback out of the fall of the socialist bloc because it was the sole supporter of the liberation struggles which were unfolding all over the region.

There are very important lessons we can learn from this historical background, which precede the current world order. But the major obstacle that was imposed by this historic development is the imposition of stifling conditions for the spread of revolutionary ideas in the world and the creation of a hostile condition for Socialist progressive alternative route for de-colonialism in Africa. The major questions which requires a critical review by revolutionary and progressive formations in Africa and Southern Africa is that: Did the fall of Soviet style Socialism mean a declaration of irrelevance to socialist alternative form of consolidating the liberation struggle. Our living experience with the Capitalist imposed form of development through the Structural Adjustment Program has absolutely exposed not only the hypocrisy of capitalism but has proved that indeed capitalism is not a system that can redress the century problems of colonialism and apartheid.  In the post-Soviet epoch we have moved away from “blueprints for socialism” in recognition of the uniqueness of different countries and development models.  However, we can still learn from the examples of countries such as Cuba and China in terms of socialist alternatives to capitalism.

Globalization and how it affect Swaziland 

What is globalization? Why should we concern ourselves with such things as globalization? Who wins and who lose through globalization? Who started globalization for what reasons?

The above questions have pre-occupied our thinking for the last quarter of the twentieth century after the innovation of this concept called globalization. The concept globalization is highly contested; from its definition, its interpretation, how it impact on human lives and finally how humanity should respond to it has been a major contest for class and ideological struggles all over the world. Our conception of the whole process is solemnly based on which class and ideological standpoint one is that is why is has been generally said Globalization is a contested concept. 

The major supporters of globalization are transnational corporation International Financial Institutions, and governments of the industrialized capitalist countries. They generally define globalization as a process of "freeing economies" particular so that trade between countries can take place more easily. In their view this is the best way at which economic growth i.e. [an increase in the production of goods and services] will occur. The logic of this view is that freeing up means more opportunities for business to make more profits without labor regulations and reducing the state role as a producer or deliverer of services. 1 

Renato Ruggiero, Director General of the World Trade Organization once said; anyone who says globalization can be stopped has to tell us how he could envisage stopping economic and technological progress; he went to say; this could be tantamount to trying to stop the rotation of the earth".

 Supporters of globalization in summary believes globalization is a natural and inevitable part of historic change so everyone should accept it as it is, they believe this process of change will increase wealth and prosperity for all countries and people, including workers and that it is the only possible path for the world economy.
Opponents of globalization

Opponents of globalization mainly the working people under organized labor, the poor urban and rural communities and organized members of civil society have vigorously opposed globalization. 

They define globalization as a process of restructuring the world economic. This restructuring is a response to the crisis in capitalist economic system, which began in the 1970's. The main purpose of this restructuring is to create new ways to maximize profits.  2
The past two years have seen an upsurge of anti-capitalist movements in capitalist countries before, the scale of which has not been seen for decades.  Seattle, Washington, Quebec, Prague, Gothenburg and most recently Genoa have seen massive demonstrations of a loose coalition of unions, environmental groups, anti-debt campaigners, and so on.  This significant development can also open up further prospects for solidarity linkages in the North.

“Globalization is imperialism"

This process of globalization has been mostly paraded as an ideological neutral, objective inevitable that has both the good and bad features. It has been conceptualized as a concept, which promotes technological and economic development of the world countries. It is precisely these false illusions which has tempted most of African countries consciously or unconsciously to embrace some of the Neo-liberal policies which are under the guise of stabilizing the economy and boost economic growth yet on the same proportion it lays a permanent attack on the poor and the working class.

It is then very essential to engage globalization in Swaziland from a premise that says " Globalization" is imperialism and that globalization seek to reinforce the existing legacy of colonialism which has caused so much social and economic inequalities to the people of Swaziland. The underpinning ideology of globalization is Neo- liberalism, which promotes free market Capitalism where by everything in our society shall be subjected to the barbaric rules of the market not on people needs. The overriding slogan of the whole capitalist madness is "Profits before people" and that the "the markets shall rule".

The major policies which are imposed or in some cases “voluntarily” accepted by developing countries which seek to promote globalization are the Structural Adjustment Program. The key aspects of those policies are Privatization, Deregulation, trade and financial liberalization. The major agents of these policies are the Transnational Corporations [TNC] and International financial institutions like, the World Bank [WB], International Monitory Fund [IMF], and World Trade Organization [WTO].

In Swaziland we have the Prime Minister Sibusiso, a former World Bank director indeed introduced in 1998 what is termed the Economic, Social review Agenda [ESRA] which by ideas and practices has been a framework that promotes privatization of social services like water, electricity and sell all public enterprises to the private sector. It is under this plan that we have experienced in the recent year the most vicious attack on labor rights and deteriorating working conditions in workplaces as the workforce in being trimmed down for purposes of increasing profits. We have as well experience an exodus of big firms/ and company closure like Fridge Masters to other countries because they has amused abundant profits and because of the international competition of the very system of capitalism. 

An ideological response to a neo-liberal ideological offensive against the entire working class of Swaziland.

Through the ESRA policies of Tinkhundla government they plan to privatize more of the health sector, public works and education. That is why an estimated about 5000 public workers are on the verge of loosing their jobs. Not only quality jobs are at stake; the whole question of service delivery shall be left in the selfish hands of the private sector. These will turn to commodify and make services like education, heath and Water an exclusive privilege of the rich who live a wealthy life at the expense of the poor people of Swaziland. Already poor people in the locations are suffering water and electricity cut off because of the privatization of Water services, which began in 1998. There is now the new plan of evictions of people in locations within the government plan, which is funded by the World Bank.    

If PUDEMO has to make a meaningful impact to the lives of the poor people of Swaziland which constitute the majority it should begin now to challenge vigorously and make such peoples battles the priorities in its liberation struggle. Vigorous campaigns against privatization, retrenchments and company closures should be started and be taken to an international level.

Locating Youth activism within the general struggles of the working class

After having made the conceptual foundation and how the general working class respond to the virus of globalisation, it would then be important to properly locate Youth struggles. The starting point of this engagement should be that youth just like any other sector of society constitute an integral element of the working class. The effect and how the youth shall respond to globalisation will not be an isolated program from the general working class movement.

First and foremost let us understand how our youth is located in Swaziland, which is broadly speaking the foundational centres of our youth activism. In facing this challenge, the youth should mobilize and organize itself internal and also take its collective struggles across the world. Inside Swaziland, we have already identified hot sports where the process of globalisation has manifested itself: The Privatisation of education, retrenchments of workers who constitute parents of the youth, land evictions, lack of scholarships for poor students, no health and schooling facilities for rural communities, the world bank driven developmental program in urban areas.

These should therefore our starting point of mobilization in Swaziland towards an all out offensive in defence of the working class and our future  

The PYA should be at the driving center of the youth activism in Swaziland around all issues that affect young people across the country. This should be executed with an objective of eventually mobilizing the organized and unorganized youth of Swaziland into forming a Youth National Coalition around their immediate and ultimate demands around the PUDEMO national liberation program.

The point to be stressed here is that the struggles for the Youth of Swaziland needs to given proper political vision by a vanguard youth movement but we must not loose focus of the decisive role which should be played by the general youth movement. There are on going spontaneous struggles waged by the youth which lack proper coordination, though these might be issue-based struggles, we need to build its momentum and link those issue-based struggles to a national youth program. In this regard it shall be important to have a national program for launching the national community based youth associations so that we can be in a position to harness their interests into one common goal.   

The African Youth Agenda & the role of SWAYOCO

Samora Machel’s conceptualisation [Every struggle is a contribution to Marxism]

· The fundamentals of the African Revolution 

·  The African renaissance & current African dynamics [Congress discussion doc on renaissance]

· OAU-AU, African parliament, SADC 

· Transforming the PYM into a viable Continental Youth Progressive Mov

· SAYF & regional youth program

An audit account of our International mission

· The IUSY World Congress

· World Conference on Racism- Durban

· WFDY

September 11 attack on USA- what is our position

Caution 

*Not to use sentimental, emotional or moral basis on engaging this matter

*Critical on engaging all forces interested in the War

*Asses the SD government position on the matter

*Fundamental basis of resolving terrorism and world conflict

· Does it define or reinforce a certain paradym

· Imperialism falling into its own pit it dug

· Defining terrorism and our perspective

Solidarity work with

· Sudanese

· Palestine Youth

· Burma

· Western Sahara

What is to be done?

Possible International programs

       -    Write a simplified leaflet to explains globalisation and how it affects the yout 

· Inside & outside Swaziland

· On globalisation

· Education & skill development of cadres and leadersip

· Capacity building & advocacy with- ANC YL

· Hosting the SAYF international solidarity conference

· Billateral visits with Southern African allies and abroad

· A European program with De- Falkens- Fundraising + advocacy = lobbying

- Moz/ SAYF brigade 

Conclusion

Integration of SWAYOCO international Work with PUDEMO international work.

International work to become an internal matter of all structures, internationalizing our domestic work while at the same time internalising our international work.

· National congress resolutions on Regional & Branch participation in international

Work.

Poor people of the world unite and fight against imperialism!!

1 ILRIG, an alternative view of globalization series No1, 1998, Cape Town


2 Ibid, p7





