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Some Highlights!

Look out for the USAF B-2 and F117A stealth bombers, flying today.   The B-2 is the most expensive plane in the world , at $2.2 billion, can carry up to 36 cluster bombs, and was used extensively during the recent Gulf War.  The F117 is mainly used to drop enormous 500-2000lb bombs. 

Look out also for the famous B-52 bomber, used since the Vietnam war to bomb the hell out of smaller countries.  During the first Gulf War the B-52 delivered 40% of the weapons dropped by US-led forces.  During the recent Gulf War, no less than 14 B-52s flew from here at RAF Fairford, delivering an astonishing range of weaponry, including cluster bombs.  During the attack on Iraq, the US dropped around 1,200 cluster bombs.  Each bomb contains many bomblets, and up to 25% fail to explode, meaning thousands of deadly munitions are now left in Iraq.  The shiny bomblets look like children’s toys, and UNICEF estimates that hundreds of Iraqi children have been killed or maimed since the war ended.  One such is Ali Mustapha, who found a small cylindrical object in the street near his Baghdad home.  It blew up in his face, and he will now be blind for the rest of his life.  Ali is 4 years old.  Another is Ali Hamed, aged 10, whose stomach was cut open by a cluster bomblet, spilling out his intestines.  He is fed through a tube in his nostrils, because his bowel is perforated.  But Ali is the lucky one.  Two of his friends were killed.  Because of its indiscriminate effects on civilian populations, many lawyers consider the use of cluster bombs to be illegal.

But it would be a shame to miss the cluster-bomb capability of the RAF’s own aircraft on show here at the Tattoo.  Look out for the Harriers, Jaguars, and Tornados, all flying today, and all with cluster-bomb capacity.  During the recent war, British aircraft dropped 66 cluster bombs, each containing 147 bomblets.  Together with 2,000 cluster artillery shells, this makes a staggering total of over 100,000 bomblets dropped on Iraq by British forces.

And don’t forget to keep your eyes open for good old British Hawk fighter jets and Hercules transporters, being used currently by the Indonesian government to help repress the people of Aceh.

And a final word for the USAF’s A10 ‘Warthog’,also flying today.  Its tank-busting Depleted-Uranium-tipped missiles are blamed by many scientists for an epidemic of cancer in Iraq since the first Gulf War, and for the sickness and birth deformities suffered by our own Gulf War veterans, many of whom still have radioactive DU in their bodies 12 years after the war.   

The body count in Iraq from the latest illegal war has already reached 10,000, including 7,000 civilians.

Worried about where the WMDs really are?  They’re right here!       

HAVE A NICE DAY!

