REGENERATION

 

This is a word the residents of Toxteth & Dingle have come to dread because it means more meetings, more consultants and still more trying to get straight answers from the City Council and all the other agencies involved in the process.

I am a member of the Welsh Streets Steering Group, which represents ALL the residents in the Welsh Streets and we are all volunteers, giving our time, to attend meetings and post leaflets & newsletters through doors, to encourage residents to come along to these meetings, ask questions and give their ideas for improving the area.

However the majority of those attending the meetings appear to be Home/Owners because they are the people with most to lose, should there be demolition in the Welsh Streets, as tenants of Private Landlords or Housing Associations know that, if there is to be demolition, they will be re-housed.

For the past 3 years the Steering group have been fighting for a say in what happens in the Welsh Streets and for the last 6 months the Developers ( Gleeson Regeneration) have conducted monthly Vision Events in Mount Carmel Club, in order to allow residents to have their say in what will happen, as regards regeneration of the area.

Over the years there have been many rumours circulating about what is to happen but nobody knows what will eventually be the outcome, as yet. It all depends on the Government & the City Council and what funds are available to make things happen. This applies to the whole of Liverpool not just Toxteth & Dingle.

We are now nearing the end of the 6 month consultation period with Gleesons, then we should have an idea of plans for the Welsh Streets, which is classed as a Priority Area. We have been told that what happens here will be an example of what might happen in the other 13 Neighbourhoods in the Dingle/Toxteth area.

If you have not been to any of the many meetings it’s no use saying you knew nothing about it, when things do start to happen.

 

 

Mary Huxham (WDC Steering Group)

