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Disclaimer: This is a UNDP Election Security document only. Any opinions expressed below are, unless clearly stated otherwise, the personal assessments of the members of the UNDP Election Security alone, and are not representative of official UN policy or official UN Security policy. Information presented within this document is, however, derived from official UN Security reports and, therefore, it is forbidden to issue this document to non-UN staff without the explicit coordination and approval of JEMB Security Management.
	A
	General Security


	A.1
	Executive Summary


	This has again been an unsettlingly quiet week. It is assessed that this could well be the ‘calm before the storm’ and a period of preparation, consolidation, planning and regrouping by enemy forces before an elections onslaught.  It is extremely difficult to predict what the enemy may be planning and reports of hostile means being used to disrupt the elections are countrywide.  A brief assessment by Region is as follows:

Capital: Despite the regular threat warnings of suicide bombers and BVIEDs in Kabul, and the in-flow of more skilled OMF into the city and its environs, this has been a relatively quiet week. Planning continues with ISAF and ANA for the security of Key points in the Kabul District. Security issues at Central Region HQ remains an issue. 

Central Region: The Central Region continues to be of concern, with intimidation and anti-government / anti-elections information operations continuing.  

Eastern Region: The upcoming elections present a lucrative target for OMF activity.  Taliban actors may look to manipulate votes from areas under their influence to deny Karzai a direct victory. VBIED(s) and suicide bombers are very possible, especially in Jalalabad.  OMF focus is likely to remain on US forces because of their role it is assumed they have in the election process.  

Southern Region: The Taliban in the South have been bolder than in other regions in terms of directly harassing the public and threatening voters.  
SouthEastern Region: Reporting continues to indicate OMF elements intention of harassing local nationals and NGOs involved in the election process. Mines, particularly in Khowst, will likely target election-related activities.  

NorthEastern Region: The situation in the Northeast Region remains relatively quiet, but concerns remain due to recent IED incidents. 

Western Region: The security situation is gradually returning to normal with no adverse or significant reports coming in. The devastated UNAMA main office is undergoing rehabilitation though at a slow pace due to the high level of damage. The planning and preparations for the elections is upbeat in all the Provincial districts. The districts remain calm though Herat Police still do not have access to Shindand and Adraskan Districts. 


	A.2
	Overall Picture by Province


	Central Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Wardak

Logar

Wardak

Wardak

Wardak

Wardak


	22/09: Information received named three villages (Zaiwalloth, Kotashro and Nahrfoolat in Jalrez District) as being possible targets during the election period. (Global)

22/09: The military provided Global with information that an attack could be expected on the JEMB offices. No dates available. Global was further advised to remain compound bound for the next 72 hours, or upon receiving further information. No further information was received. (Global)

22/09: The PFC reported that 2 Thuraya phones and 1 Motorola radio were stolen from Wardak office in Central Region HQ sometime over the past 3 weeks. The perpetrator/s had time to open boxes then re-seal them with Scotch tape and there were no signs of forced entry leading to conclusion that this was an inside job. UNAMA security is being encouraged to investigate. (RSO)
23/09: Unconfirmed reports indicate the return of Mullah Abdul Rahman, also known as Mullah Toor, from Pakistan. He is reportedly in Chak District. He appears to be, together with members of his group, in the mountains close to Shekhabad and apparently poses a threat to the election process.  (Global)

23/09: Another source, reliability unknown, reports that Gul Rahman and Shano both from Maydan Shahr were responsible for the mine incident where a member of the poppy eradication team lost his arm earlier this year. Further reports indicate that these men are in possession of explosive devices. (Global)

23/09: ANSO reported that a threat of abductions existed to Internationals along Saydabad-Salar road. At the request of Global, NDS representative drove the road and encountered no problems.  Investigation by NDS continues into an incident of a mine being planted under a bridge in Jalrez district. This appears to be directly targeting election staff.  (RSO)


	Eastern Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Jalalabad City, Nangarhar 

Regional 

Nangarhar

Kamdesh, Nuristan

Kunar

Dih Bala District, Nangarhar


	Occurred within the reporting period, exact date unknown: It was reported by the Dep, COP that two person were arrested during the conduct of joint operation by the police and the NDS in Jalalabad City, the suspects were in possession of an IED/mine. The matter is under investigation. (RSO)
20/09: Information received indicates that approximately 200 persons (national and international) will misuse the names of journalists during polling day. These people will come to Afghanistan close to polling day and will have some media equipment. According to the information received these people have relations with the Al-Qaeda network, Taliban and some other extremists.  Their mission is to disrupt security on election day. (Global)

20/09: A meeting took place on the Dur Baba/Pakistan border, where a number of Mullahs apparently had a meeting and decided that anybody with a registration card in Dur Baba, and who planned to vote, would be penalised by having their homes burnt. (Global)

21/09: Reports were received of a number of armed men, allegedly at the Afghan Aid Compound in Qamoo town.  It was suggested that they could be insurgents with the intention of stealing ANA uniforms as part of a plan to disrupt the elections. (Global)

21/09: It was reported by a credible source that the UNOPS compound in Asadabad has been targeted by unknown person(s). No further information is available at this time. (Global)

21/09: It was reported that in the past 10 days, 55 HIG supporters, 33 of which are women, entered Afghanistan through Nangarhar, Khost and into Logar.  They have reportedly vowed to place IED/mines on unspecified routes in these areas, targeting government officials and the international community. (Global/RSO)


	SE Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Paktika

Andar district, Ghazni


	Occurred within the reporting period, exact date unknown: This province is quiet for the moment but remains under watch for insurgent activities.  A recent mortar bombardment in Sharana indicates that insurgents have acquired these weapons.  Global is investigating this incident and at present it is difficult to determine the intended target since the firing was erratic. (RSO)

22/09: Reports were received of a member of the JEMB staff having been killed in the area of Changa, in Andar district. He was apparently traveling by motorbike towards his home, when he was stopped by two men on a motorcycle.  He was fatally shot before the criminals left the scene. This person was confirmed to have worked for the JEMB during the registration phase, and not during the voting process. (RSO/Global) Comment: Some have stated that Mr. Mohammed was killed because he had previously worked for JEMB during registration.  This cannot be confirmed and the matter is currently under investigation.  (Ass OpsO)


	Southern Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Shawalikot, Kandahar

Helmand

Grishk, Helmand

Khas, Uruzgan

Kandahar City, Kandahar

Helmand

Kandhar City

Kandahar

Kandahar

Zabul

Helmand

Washir District, Helmand

Garamser and Washir Districts, Helmand

Shah Wali Kot, Kandahar

Uruzgan

Tirin Kot, Uruzgan

Shuraw area, 

Grishk/Herat main road, Helmand
	18/09: Armed insurgents reportedly assassinated two villagers in Soryan village of Shawalikot.  The Taliban have claimed responsibility for the attack, stating that these people were spying and co-operating with the Government and that was their punishment. (RSO)

18/09: The Commander of the 535th Brigade Samad Khan and one of his guards were killed in an ambush. It appears that the Commander’s vehicle convoy was ambushed by four well-armed insurgents in Lash kar Gah. One insurgent was wounded and arrested in the attack. (RSO) Comment: Reports indicate that the attackers were indeed Taliban. On a side note the captured attacker had his personal voter registration card in his possession. (RSO)

18/09: Reported by BdeGen Dad Mohammad Khan that Mohammad Nabi, of the MOI, has been shot and killed in Grishk. He was responsible for the intelligence in Baghran district. This has not been confirmed. (RSO)

19/09: Insurgents reportedly surrounded and entered the Sultan Mohammad Khan Valley of Khas Uruzgan. They were looking for weapons and reports indicate that they were able to steal 30 AK47s from villagers. The insurgents also kidnapped Abdul Ghani and 5 others from the same district, accusing them of spying for NDS. (RSO)
20/09: A government source reported that armed men wearing AMF uniforms stole a 1992 land cruiser type vehicle at a gun point. Police arrested one person in connection with the incident and he is currently serving with the AMF. Investigation is ongoing. (ANSO)

20/09: In the early morning hours the Provincial Civic Educator claims he witnessed five vehicles containing Taliban on the road from Garamser to Nawa. He claimed that these men were being dispatched in teams of two or three men to specifically target polling staff, the UN and government officials. (RSO) Comment: The CE did not elaborate on how he had come by this information and it therefore remains unconfirmed. It was further claimed that they were intending to use RCIEDs and small arms as methods of attack. (Ass OpsO) A second CE from Nawzad claimed that the district chief of Bharang informed him that Taliban had occupied the village and that it was no longer safe to go there.  A third Civic Educator claimed that his vehicle was pursued by 2 Pax on a motorcycle. The pursuers were allegedly known robbers, Rehmatullah (son of Ghulan Nabi, the DC of traffic police in Lashkar Gah) and Ghani (son of Kabeer). Rehmatullah was shot in the shoulder by the security escort and captured. He was sent to the police station, but was later released. (Global)
20/09: The NDS reported that rebels in police uniforms had hijacked a Landcruiser at gunpoint. The police are worried that this vehicle could be used to penetrate UN/CF compound security. (Global)

21/09: Reported by the Kandahar Police anti-terrorist cell that 35 unarmed Taliban are conducting reconnaissance operations on possible targets in Kandahar City. The group is thought to originate from the Panjwai district. (RSO)
22/09: The Police anti-terrorist department reported that 35 unarmed Taliban are conducting reconnaissance operations on possible targets in Kandahar city. The group is thought to originate from the Panjwai district. (Global)

22/09: Received reports that senior Taliban personnel were in the area with 6 motorbikes and a grey 4X4. They are based at Tanasa during the day and at Siakhak during the night apparently. Their HQ is apparently in Spin Arghbargh, 20 km from QC. Allegedly Hakim Abdul Rahim has brought remote controlled explosive devices into Tori. (Global/RSO)

22/09: The Taliban have been reportedly meeting with Gulbaddin Hekmatyar extremists to recruit personnel with a common purpose of disrupting the electoral process. They have been sending out threats, throughout most of Afghanistan, saying that anyone who votes will be killed. The 50 Toyota Corollas that have allegedly been purchased by the Taliban to disrupt the elections will soon be deployed throughout Helmand, Uruzgan, Nimroz and Kandahar provinces. They are apparently to be used to attack polling centres, officials and the process in general. Taliban have allegedly been recruiting drug addicts and criminals from Pakistan and Afghanistan to carry out attacks for payment. (Global)

22/09: In Washir district, Government officials have been threatened via the tribal elders that if they do not leave the district they will be killed. The MoI have reportedly dispatched 50 men to the district. (Global)

22/09: Garamser and Washir districts have been recced for attacks by Taliban (allegedly) and MoI have therefore made reinforcements in these areas. The Taliban are apparently intending to attack checkpoints in small teams in order to capture weapons before escaping to Pakistan. Their intention is to show their presence on the ground and their freedom of movement and to intimidate the locals into not voting.  The MoI are investigating links between the Taliban and members of the 93rd Battalion at various ranks and positions. (Global)

23/09: The NDS have reported that a new 250 man Taliban unit have deployed into the district. The groups led by Mullah Nakim have apparently shaved off their beards in an attempt to avoid detection. The NDS added that the group had already started warning the local population not to participate in the voting as they planned to attack the polling sites and centres. Both the NDS and the Police intend to give the UN as much notice has possible for any political rallies or demonstrations. The police are of the opinion that major rallies will start on or about 2nd October 04.  (Global)

24/09: The Taliban leader (Moolah Usman) was questioned by the CF and was allegedly guilty of a number of terrorist activities including killing people in possession of voter registration cards. He is still in the custody of the CF. Another man accused of Taliban activities (Hadji Wadod) was captured by the CF on 23/09 at 1530hrs, North of TK. Early this morning a group of nearly 200 local nationals gathered at the Governor’s compound in Tirin Kot, to protest against his (Hadji Wadod) capture and to show their dissatisfaction.  (Global)

24/09: Information has been received of 4 Taliban commanders currently operating in and around Tirin Kot, who are planning an attack on the UNOPS compound in the near future. (Global) 

25/09: It was reported that about 50 armed people carried out attacks on three government checkpoints, which resulted in the death of nine government people and the wounding of three others. It is still not known whether the attack is linked to insurgents or banditry. This attack involved coordination, hitting three checkpoints consecutively in great strength, with 12 government victims. The situation appears to be deteriorating throughout the province due to infiltration. (ANSO)


	Western Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Herat 

Ghormach district, Badghis province

Herat

Badghis

Farah


	Received within the reporting period, exact date unknown: Reports indicate that two strong factional commanders allied to Ismail Khan, have gone underground and their whereabouts are unknown. It is suspected that they are moulding underground sabotive activities. It is understood that IK is resupplying them with food and other necessities at an undisclosed location. (Global)
22/09: An INGO office located in Ghormach province of Badghis was attacked by rockets at approx. 0100 Hrs. According to the initial report several RPGs were fired at the INGO compound area. One guard was injured and taken to the local hospital. Enquiries indicate that the office attacked received a number of night letters from the end of August indicating the intent to attack and kill Alisei staff. It appears that this information was ignored and not taken seriously.  Further, it was not reported to officials and security agencies. All letters received were in Pashto, and the text contained threats against all the people working for the government and aid agencies (NGOs). Anti government elements also spread information among the local communities that a ransom of USD 3,000 will be paid for any killed foreigner. INGO representatives believe that the attack of the compound was a targeted attack not specifically against this INGO but against all aid agencies operating in the area. (ANSO)

23/09: National staff expressed concerns over their security in returning on 26/09 to Farsi District (and continuing their work there). This was due to the presence in the area of an ex-Jihadi  ‘Commander’ from Shindand, named Ayazudin, who allegedly withdrew to Farsi (after the Shindand incident in August) with 200 men and weapons. He is now apparently operating checkpoints around Farsi and extorting money/threatening people (eg if they express support for Karzai). (Global)

25/09: A convoy the Civic Educator in Qadis was travelling in came under fire at 1800hrs in the vicinity of Qal-I-Wali village, from an unknown numbered group. The incident was described as a long range ambush from a tree line and the vehicle apparently received two strikes, one to a tyre and one to a wing mirror. No injuries were sustained. The motive behind the attack is unknown. (Global)

25/09: UNICEF has advised that a number of young men (new to the city) wearing Taliban dress have been seen in Farah. Exact numbers were not provided, but it was said that these people were planning to disrupt Provincial security. (Global)


	Central Highlands
	Remarks/Issues

	Doab

Bamyan

Day Kundi
	23/09: At approx. 1745hrs, Global received information that the deputy commander, Abdul Rahman, had arrived in Doab with the police. He had not been in touch with the respective parties, but he recommended that electoral staff stay away from the area because a substantial number of armed men were still operating in the mountains surrounding Doab area. (Global)

25/09: According to information received from one of the sources located in Khamard, two local traders (Mullah Sultan and Mullah Kabir) escaped to the mountains after a recent armed clash and have started trying to recruit fighters from amongst the local population as well as from the neighbouring TalaWa Barfak district where they have a lot of supporters and business partners. There are rumours that they have already offered 10,000Afs to each man that joins them. Though the current situation in Khamard seems to be calm, the population especially in Do Ab Mehzarin is expecting its deterioration in the near future. (Global)

25/09: Global were told that there is a problem in the area as Pashtuns want to be included in the Uruzgan region and Hazaras want to be included in Dai Kundi. The source suggested that the situation was slightly worse now and he expected some clashes during elections. He could not say whether the situation might spread to Sharistan.  (Global)


	Northern Region
	Remarks/Issues

	Samangan

Samangan

Faryab

Jalaier Valley, North of Maimana, Faryab
	20/09: NDS informed Global that Taliban commander Mullah Bradar (allegedly in Pakistan at present) is working through another man called Asadi (ex NDS IC Samangan) now in Baghlan. They are allegedly planning to disrupt elections with the possible use of explosives. (Global)

20/09: Dostum’s campaigner spoke in Aybak recently and was apparently bad mouthing JEMB and Internationals in general. The NDS recorded the speech and sent the tapes to Kabul. NDS said that Internationals should be careful from now until after the Elections. (Global)
20/09: Fears have been raised over the situation in Pashtun areas to the North and Northwest of Maimana. More rumours are circulating about former Taleban personnel coming to prominence in these areas. (Global)

23/09: The elders in the Jalaier Valley, North of Maimana, have warned all NGOs and JEMB staff working in the area that their safety cannot be guaranteed. UNSECOORD will be sending a mission to the area to ascertain the threat level.  There assessment could affect at least 1 polling center, depending on the extent of the restrictions put in place. (Global)


	NE Region
	Remarks/Issues

	
	NSTR


	B
	Freedom of Movement For JEMB Staff/Observers 


	B.1
	Freedom of Movement incidents for JEMB Staff/Observers


	Location:
	Remarks/Issues

	Said Abad and Salar, Wardak, C Region
	23/09: Government sources have indicated that Taliban elements were stopping private vehicles. They are reportedly seeking JEMB, Government and INGO staff. The area is known for high volume of insurgent traffic. (ANSO)

	Kabul/Gardez Road, C/SE Regions
	23/09: USPI advised that they had received information of a Taliban cell operating in the area, who were potentially aiming to kidnap an international (any international) on the Kabul/Gardez Road.  The timeframe and the exact location are unknown. (RSO)

	Kabul - Ghazni Road, C/SE Regions
	22/09: Illegal checkpoints have been reported, reportedly conducted by persons in police and civilian clothing along the Ghazni - Kabul road. The perpetrators were said to be checking passing cars for NGO and government employees. They were traveling in pick up trucks and were clean shaven. This may be a growing pattern and should be taken seriously. (ANSO)


	B.2
	Ethnic Flashpoints/ Hotspots


	Location:
	Remarks/Issues

	Gosfandi, Sar-I-Pul, N Region
	20/09: Global received reports of fighting in the unofficial District of Gosfandi (Sangcharak), which has resulted in 1 dead, 2 injured. The fighting apparently occurred in Alaghan (12 km North of the centre of Gosfandi) between Payanda (Uzbek) against Sharab (Uzbek) and Faiz Mohammad (Uzbek) who were also supported by Mohammed Mir (Pashtun) and Israiel (Uzbek). It is unclear why the fight began, but is believed to have begun on 13th September 04. It is not known when the casualties occurred. The NFC for the area, which has 5 centres, said that the area was not safe to travel or work in. He refuses to travel there until the situation calms down. (Global)

	Kapisa, C Region
	25/09: Report has been received from UNAMA of inter-tribal clashes. The incident was reportedly resolved peacefully by local police. This is not believed to be election related. (RSO)

	Khurdak Village, Badghis, W Region
	26/09: A fight erupted between two groups, killing 3 people.  This is reportedly a tribal issue, however no further information is currently available. (Ass OpsO)


	B.3
	Refugee Return Areas


	Location:
	Remarks/Issues

	
	NSTR


	C
	Secure Environment Issues


	C.1
	Significant Criminal Activity


	Location
	Comments

	
	NSTR


	C.2
	Drug Production/Eradication incidents


	Location
	Comments

	
	NSTR


	C.3
	Smuggling Incidents


	Location
	Comments

	
	NSTR


	D
	Elements of Threat Affecting the Elections Process


Espionage

	Location
	Comments

	
	NSTR


Reconnaisance/Surveilance

	Location
	Comments

	
	NSTR


Sabotage/ Subversion

	Location
	Comments

	Logar, C Region
	20/09: Night letters have apparently been found in Mohammad Agha. (Global)

	Kandahar, S Region
	22/09: The NDS reported that Younis Qanone has produced an undisclosed number of leaflets and posters promising payment if members of the electorate vote for him. The NDS were unable to provide copies of this leaflet however, a similar story was broadcast on local radio. Global sources are attempting to find examples of the leaflet. Global have also been handed an anti-CF leaflet, which claims various breeches of Afghani civil rights by the CF. (Global)

	Badghis, W Region
	23/09: A report was received of anti-election literature being circulated in Ghormach and anti NFC graffiti in Ghormach. (Global)

	Khost, SE Region
	23/09: A 20-man group was reported to have been intimidating villages in Lakan District. Masked men have apparently been driving around at night and asking where election workers houses are. No direct intimidation or threats have been confirmed as yet – police will step up patrols and night time VCPs in the area. (Global)

	Barge Matal, Nuristan, E Region
	26/09: Night letters were distributed threatening villagers not to support the elections and UNAMA or face death and burning of their houses. The warning also indicated that Russian jeeps should not be used. The letter apparently emanates from the Taliban. (RSO) Comment: The letters prompted the Elders to meet.  They are determined to support the Elections and vow to retaliate should the situation deteriorate. (RSO)

	Jaji district, Paktya, SE Region
	26/09: Leaflets were distributed by anti-Government elements (believed to be Taliban).  The translation of the pamphlet, advises government workers to assist the Taliban in shooting Americans and asks that the local population assist the Taliban and Majahidin.  Causing problems for them or assisting Americans will mean that the local population will suffer the consequences. (UNSECOORD)


IED/Rocket Attack

	Location
	Comments

	Sari Gala Village, Khogyani, Nangahar, E Region
	20/09: At 1030hrs an IED targeted a Coalition Force convoy. Reportedly one CF vehicle was hit. Troops immediately dismounted and searched the area. It’s been a while since an IED attack was conducted in Nangahar nonetheless the threat is still there and more incidents are expected prior to the elections. (ANSO)

	Kandahar city, Kandahar, S Region 
	20/09: It was reported that Mullah Dadullah (former defense Minister under the Taliban regime) has been provided with three land cruisers and seven 4X4 types vehicles converted into VBIEDs in Quetta, Pakistan, aiming to use against polling site. (ANSO)

	Khost, SE Region
	20/09: At approximately 0145hrs a loud explosion could be heard coming from the NE. Global located the strike point approx 1km directly NE of their location. By the angle of the strike the firing point looked as if it was aimed in the UN/Global compound direction, though this is unconfirmed. The rocket appeared to have been a 107mm rocket. This was the first time a rocket has been fired from that location and it is unusual that only one rocket was fired. Rocket attacks have historically been multiple firing, aimed at CF camps and fired from points in the South or from the Mando Zayl area. The Governors house and 25 Div HQ are within 500m of the UN/Global location. (Global)

	Kunduz, NE Region
	20/09: An IED (possibly remote controlled) was detonated at approximately 1530hrs, against a convoy close to the village of Chogha, on the main Kunduz-Taluqan road. It was buried on the right hand side verge of the road in loose gravel. The last two vehicles of convoy were hit in the blast. The Deputy to Karzai, World Bank representatives, General Daoud, Police chief of Takhar and the Governor of Kunduz were in the convoy. It was believed, from two separate reports, that Mr. Karzai’s deputy was slightly injured in the blast, sustaining a small cut to his neck caused by flying glass. A bodyguard was also slightly injured. (Global)

	Qarghayi District, Laghman, 
	21/09: At approx. 1900hrs an unknown person threw an explosive devise (as opposed to an incendiary) over the wall of the school, which resulted in the destruction of a door and the breakage of a number of windows. There were no injuries to any persons, with damage being restricted to property only. Police have interviewed the two night watchman and enquires are continuing. NFC for the district advised that in his opinion the attack was anti-election as opposed to anti female education (the school is to be used as a polling site). (Global)

	Jalrez District, Wardak, C Region
	23/09: A remote controlled mine was discovered under a bridge. Police and NDS traveled to defuse the device. These types of incidents should be expected to increase in frequency as the election date draws near. More concerning, however, are the unconfirmed reports of senior insurgent elements and their troupes that have entered the Province. (ANSO)

	Kunduz, NE Region
	23/09: Received a report from Kunduz radio room that an IED had been found on the Kunduz central soccer pitch. PRT EOD team were mobilised and dealt with the device. It was reported by the PRT, to be a remote controlled device, a 100mm shell. (Global)

	Khost, SE Region
	23/09: An IED was found in Sabori/Yacobi district. This is the third IED in this district in the past month and it remains the principal area of concern for election activities. (Global)

	Wardak, C Region
	24/09: At approx. 2359hrs the District Chief and CoPs compound in Shadikallah village Nirkh was attacked by an unknown number of people. Several RPG rockets and small arms fire was reported. The compound wall and a police vehicle were destroyed, but no casualties or injuries reported. The culprits are believed to be Taliban and the matter will be investigated by the NDS. (Global)

	Paktika, SE Region
	25/09: At approx. 0106hrs, an explosion was heard from the Western side of Sharan town. 5 more explosions followed – the last occurring at approx. 0132hrs. The weapon was assessed to have been an 82mm mortar vehicle mounted. All devices landed just short of the Governor’s complex. It is believed that the launch site was in the vicinity of Ali Khan village, on the Ghazni road/ side of Sharan. The moonlight was good at the time of attack, and faded just after the attack, which may indicate that the timings had a degree of prior planning. At 0145hrs, Global observed a vehicle driving from the direction of the launch site, back to Sharan, via two police check points and through the town exiting on the Yayakhel Rd. The police had no recollection of this and were most likely asleep at the time. (Global)


Terrorism/ Extremism

	Location
	Comments

	Kamdesh District, Nangarhar, E District
	22/09: At approx 1300hrs, fighting reportedly ensued between the ANA and group of AGE, believed to be Taliban, in the area of Gabardesh and Basgal. Accordingly, the clash started with a rocket launch against the ANA resulting in 1 KIA. The AGE were identified to be from Pakistan and entered through the Orsam village, Pakistan, 30 km away from the border. One man was identified during the fire-fight – as Daian, believed to be from Kamdesh village, Nuristan. The fight lasted for a 1/2 hour with the apparent withdrawal of AGE to the mountainous areas of Gabardesh and Basgal. (RSO)

	Khost, SE Region
	23/09: A report form Pakistan stated that there have been a number of crackdowns on Al Qaeda and Taleban cells in Miramshar, 20 miles across the border from Khost. This may be linked to increased activity along the border in that area. (Global)

	Nangarhar, E Region
	25/09: Reports received indicate that a group of 30 Al Qaeda terrorists of Arab origin have infiltrated the area from the Kunar province and met up with 8 Afghani Taliban members in the area. These 8 Taliban members are known to the police in the area and led by Abdul Ahad and Kalil. A man was apparently approached by these members to be trained as a human bomber, but when he and intelligence personnel arrived at the place of training it was found to be the wrong address. Allegedly, two members of the group work at the district office.  The two attacks on the petrol tankers in the Bati Kot area are rumoured to have been carried out by the 8 known Taliban members in the area. (Global)


Civil Unrest/ Public Disorder/ Demonstrations/ Public Gatherings
	Location:
	

	Date
	Event
	Details
	Location

	
	
	
	


	E
	Provincial Security Hot Spots/ Flash Points


Current

	Location
	Comments

	Logar and Wardak, C Region
	Remain volatile, tense and unpredictable.  The districts of Saydabad(Wardak) and Baraki Barak, Charkh(Logar) are drawing more attention. (RSO)

	Kabul
	The continuing threat of VBIEDs and suicide bombers remains a cause for concern. (RSO)


Predicted

	Location
	Comments

	Kabul
	It would appear only a matter of time before a significant terrorist attack occurs. (RSO)


	F
	Significant Upcoming Events


	Date
	Event
	Details
	LOCATION

	9 Oct
	Presidential Elections
	
	Nationwide

	15 Oct
	Start of Ramadan
	
	Nationwide

	2 Nov
	US General Elections
	
	USA

	14 Nov
	Eid al-Fitr
	
	Nationwide


	G
	Press


	Date
	Details
	Source

	19/09
	Afghan warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who is wanted by Washington for terrorism, has urged Afghans to boycott next month's presidential election in protest at their 'puppet government', a report said Monday. 

'Afghans should not take part in the so-called polls under the cover of US B-52 jets,' the Pakistan-based private Afghan Islamic Press quoted Hekmatyar as saying in a statement. 

'Afghans should tell the world that they want independence and do not accept the puppet government of foreigners,' said the statement written in the Pashtu and Dari languages.
	AFP

	20/09
	Leaders of al-Qaida and the Taliban have held a series of meetings in Pakistan to discuss how to disrupt Afghanistan's upcoming elections, the U.S. military said Monday.

``Relatively high-ranking'' members of both groups as well as rebel Afghan faction Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin have held several meetings on how to derail the Oct. 9 vote, spokesman Maj. Scott Nelson said. 

Citing intelligence reports, Nelson said the meetings were marked by growing alarm at intensifying efforts on both sides of the Afghan-Pakistani frontier to root out their activities.
	AFP

	20/09
	One man, a 71-year-old farmer, screamed and cried as soldiers pummelled his face with a gun. Blood gushed from his nose, mouth and ears. He was beaten so badly he was unconscious in hospital for several hours. 
The shoppers' crime? 
They did not want to go to an election meeting hastily called by militia commanders in this Afghan farming village 650 kilometres northwest of Kabul. After seeing the old man brutally pistol-whipped, more than 500 villagers fell in line and went to the meeting where they were ordered to vote for Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum — the most colourful and feared candidate in Afghanistan's Oct. 9 presidential election. 
Dostum, 50, is commonly known for his ruthless role as a turncoat in Afghanistan's decades of bloody wars — first siding with the Soviet-backed Communist regime in the early 1980s, then switching allegiance to the mujahideen, then taking a key role in helping the U.S.-led coalition forces oust the ruling Taliban seminarians.
	Toronto Star

	21/09
	An Afghan vice president survived an assassination attempt Monday when a remotely controlled device was detonated near his convoy, while two soldiers from the U.S.-led coalition were killed in a separate gunbattle. Nematuallah Shahrani, one of four vice-presidents in the interim government of President Hamid Karzai, was in a convoy with other officials in the northern province of Kunduz when it was attacked, said provincial governor Mohammad Omar Khan.
	Reuters

	21/09
	An intensive training programme is under way to train over 1,000 election staff recruited to administer the out of country 9 October Afghan presidential poll in Pakistan, according to an official of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM). "We've completed step one - and almost step two as well - of our (IOM) training programme.
	IRIN

	21/09
	Several villages of Afghan province of Ningarhar are facing drought-like situation and residents warned the authorities for prompt water supply otherwise they would boycott the Afghan presidential election scheduled for October 9. 
BBC Radio reported that people of Speen Ghar, Shinwari, Khunjano and Kuchino had been facing severe water shortage for many years but the situation had worsened, now.
	PNS

	21/09
	Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi told Afghan President Hamid Karzai on Monday that Japan will send a mission to Afghanistan as part of international efforts to monitor an Oct. 9 presidential election there, a Japanese official said. 

At his talks with Karzai held on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly session, Koizumi said Japan hopes that a fair and democratic presidential election will be held in Afghanistan, the official told reporters.
	Kyodo News

	21/09
	Pakistan has deployed more troops to beef up security in border areas of Chaman and Zhob ahead of the forthcoming presidential election in Afghanistan. 

"Deployment of more troops along the Afghan border is part of precautionary measures," officials told this correspondent on Tuesday, adding that unnecessary movement of people had been restricted in border areas.
	Dawn

	22/09
	Mohamad Yoonus Qanooni, a well-known Jehadi figure and Hamed Karzai’s main rival among presidential candidates, declared his policy lines. Speaking to the reporters, he called the electoral process a faked one. He said less than 5 million people were registered during the first months of registration process, a situation that made the government to postpone elections for three months. After postponement, 5.5 million people were registered during the first 20 days, increasing the total number of registered voters to 10.5 million.

This shows that there has been fraud in the work of voter registration.

Yoonus Qanooni criticized JEMB work procedures in registering Afghan refugees in Pakistan. He said Afghan refugees in Pakistan receive registration cards while they do not have ID cards. This can give a chance to a number of unknown people in Pakistan to go to the polls.
	Arman-e Milli Daily

	22/09
	As the United Nations' General Assembly is opening in New York, one important question needs to be asked: Is the United Nations' direct cooperation with US forces in Afghanistan in accordance with the letter and the spirit of its own Charter? 

When the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan was asked whether the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq broke international law, he said: "Yes, if you wish. I have indicated it was not in conformity with the U.N. Charter from our point of view, and from the charter point of view it was illegal." (News Agencies, Sept. 17, 2004). Annan's remark prompts this question: Is the United Nations' direct cooperation with US expeditionary forces in Afghanistan legal and does it fit the frame set by the United Nations Charter? 

It would appear that nobody seems to be really bothered by this issue, but when I hear or read that UN election workers or other UN expatriate staffs in Afghanistan are being escorted by the US military to this or that location to perform their duty, I raise eye-brows.
	Afghan Observer

	22/09
	Pakistan will do all it can to prevent terrorists from using its territory to disrupt the Afghan presidential election October 9, Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf said September 22.

In his address to the 59th General Assembly session as well as in talks with President Bush, Secretary of State Colin Powell, and Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Musharraf discussed the importance of the Afghan elections and the overall fight against terrorism.

"What we want to do is create a safe environment inside Afghanistan for the upcoming elections on the 9th of October and that was a principle point of discussion with President Musharraf," Powell told journalists at a press conference September 22.
	Washington File

	22/09
	President Hamid Karzai on Tuesday denied speculation that he was trying to form an alliance that would ensure him an easy victory in the Oct. 9 election.

Karzai, attending the United Nations General Assembly session in New York, also told the Voice of America that he had not talked to Yunis Qanooni, his major rival in the presidential campaign, about making a deal.

Qanooni, repeating his denial that he would join forces with Karzai, said Tuesday--after several days of behind-the-scenes negotiations between the two camps--that he would continue his own campaign.
	Chicago Tribune

	23/09
	One of the largest Pashtun tribes in southeast Afghanistan threatened Thursday to torch the homes of voters who fail to elect incumbent Hamid Karzai in next month's presidential vote.
	AFP

	23/09
	Mrs Shafiqa Habibi, the chief running mate of presidential candidate Gen Abdorrashid Dostum on Monday urged US Ambassador to Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad not to give advice to Afghans regarding the presidential elections. Addressing a group of people, including journalists, she said: "Khalilzad is a diplomat and foreigner and cannot advise Afghans." The Afghan-born US ambassador urged Afghans last week to be careful in voting and to cast their vote in favour of those who were not involved in the destruction of the country.
	Cherag

	23/09
	The United States has begun flying up to 1,000 troops from the 82nd Airborne Division to Afghanistan to provide increased security for that country's Oct. 9 presidential election, the military said on Wednesday. 

The First Battalion of the Army's 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment began flying from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for Afghanistan on Tuesday, according to a spokeswoman for the division. 

"Between 700 and 1,000 troops are going at this point," Maj. Amy Hannah told Reuters in a telephone interview. She said more members of the battalion flew out on Wednesday and the troops would be arriving this week. 

Defense officials said last week that Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld had signed an order to deploy the airborne soldiers, who will bring the total number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan to about 19,000.
	Reuters

	24/09
	Russia will start handing over some sections of the border with Afghanistan to Tajik border guards, the Russian ambassador to Tajikistan, Maksim Peshkov, told an ITAR-TASS correspondent today. 

    "The process of gradual placement of some sections of the Tajik-Afghan border under the Tajik border guards' jurisdiction is currently starting. Nevertheless, we are not going to stop cooperation with Tajikistan in protecting the border with Afghanistan," the ambassador said.
	ITAR-TASS

	25/09
	Former Afghan diplomat says US election outcome will affect Afghanistan He also pointed to November's presidential election in the USA and said that Bush is trying to get the elections held in Afghanistan before that, to profit from them.
	Radio Iran

	25/09
	Afghanistan's first election in decades is less than a month away, and, contrary to dire predictions by many analysts and observers, the UN-led voter registration program has proven to be a remarkable success. As of August 21, 2004, one week following the official close of the registration period, 10.35 million Afghans had registered to vote, 41% of them women. The registration drive was perhaps too successful—the number of voters registered exceeded the estimated number of eligible voters by more than 800,000. To some, this discrepancy would be cause for concern, but not to President Karzai. "People are enthusiastic, and they want to have cards," Karzai recently explained. "If they want to vote twice, they're welcome," he quipped (Washington Post, August 12, 2004).
	Foreign Policy in Focus

	25/09
	One of Afghanistan's presidential candidates has demanded that the first ever [direct] presidential elections of his country be postponed. 

       At a news briefing in Kabul yesterday, [Abdol] Sattar Sirat said that the suggestion [to postpone the elections] was put forward because, as he said, the US authorities were likely to exploit politically the Afghan presidential elections before  the presidential elections in the USA. He described the fairness of the outcome of the presidential elections in Afghanistan as unlikely and said that fraud was likely to take place while the result of the elections was announced.
	Radio Iran

	25/09
	For the first time in the history of Afghanistan, a woman upstaging the men. Dr Masuda Jalal, one of the 18 presidential candidates, has everyone from French filmmakers to the US newspapers to an English television station salivating over her story. 

    The media attention dwarfs other candidates, except [Head of State Hamed] Karzai, who last week escaped from his US bodyguards and made a 10 minute stop at Makroryan Square. 

    While Karzai is widely expected to win, Jalal also will draw the attention of the more than four million women who registered to vote. With women making up approximately 49 per cent of the population, Afghan women make up a massive block of voters.
	Kabul Weekly

	26/09
	Three elections in the next four months, three popular decisions based on the will of the people, three new governments that will all have an enormous impact on the Muslim world and the continuing war against Islamic extremism. 

On 9 October, for the first time ever, men and women over the age of 18 in Afghanistan will have the chance to choose a new president. 

The incumbent, Hamid Karzai, is expected to win, but he faces 17 other candidates ensuring that this will be a tough and rigorous exercise in democracy. 

On 11 November, the American people go to the polls to choose between incumbent President George Bush and Democratic contender John Kerry. 

It could turn out to be one of the most polarised and closest fought elections in living memory. 

In January the Iraqi people are scheduled to go to the polls to elect a new legitimate government, which could pave the way for full sovereignty for Iraq and a gradual withdrawal of US and coalition forces. 

However the upsurge in violence in Iraq still makes those elections doubtful.
	BBC News Online

	26/09
	A senior commander from Afghanistan's Taliban militia previously held at a U.S. base in Guantanamo Bay was killed by Afghan forces in the central province of Uruzgan, a senior official said on Sunday. 

Mawlavi Ghafar was killed along with two followers in an ambush in the Char Cheno district of Uruzgan late on Saturday while walking to a district village, said provincial governor Jan Mohammad Khan.
	Reuters


