Drink driving is the main cause of traffic accidents in Kabul city, officials say 
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KABUL - Most traffic accidents are caused by drink-drivers in the capital Kabul, although the sale and consumption of alcohol is illegal in the country, according to a statement issued by the Kabul traffic division on Monday 20th December.

A spokesman for the Kabul traffic division, said there are at least thirty traffic accidents every month in Kabul city alone, more than the provinces that are caused by drivers who drink and drive.

Although the council of ulemas (religious leaders) has voiced their concerns over the rise of alcohol consumption in the country, the government has paid more attention to dealing with the smuggling of narcotics than dealing with the prohibition of alcoholic drinks.

Many Afghan people living in Kabul say alcohol is readily available in many corner shops and both local foreign people are sold beer and other alcoholic beverages.

Speaking on condition of anonymity, a man living in the capital said: "I can get an alcohol beverage whenever I want to."

He also said that drinking alcohol has become a new trend among young people.

A twenty-two year-old living in a southern suburb of Kabul, Karte-Seh speaking to Pajhwok Afghan News said foreigners buy alcohol for him beacuse he has never bought alcohol in the city and doesn't even know where to go to buy alcohol.

According to this young man when ever he needs alcohol he asks a foreigner to buy it for him and they usually bring him pack of beer at the cost of US$ 15 or a bottle of Vodka for US$ 7.

But Hedayat, another young man living in Shar-e-Naw said alcohol was readily available throughout the capital.

He said the fruit shops and grocery stores in his area and close to Bagram airport sold alcohol.

Usually if the shopkeeper knows you he is willing to sell alcohol to you, he said.

But the alcohol sold in the shops is brewed or made abroad and is sold in bulk at shops near Bagram airport and then it makes its way to the stores in Kabul.

But many Afghan people want to respect Afghan customs and traditions.

A Kabul resident, Mujiburahman told Pajhwok the government should take serious steps against the distribution and availability of alcohol, as they have taken against the smuggling of narcotics.

But the spokesman of Afghan Supreme Court, Waheed Mojdah, said the fault lies with the law enforcement agencies like the police and the authorities in charge of law enforcement.

He said, the Ulema Council and Supreme Court members have had several meetings with Presidents Karzai and the governmental authorities, and the authorities have admitted there was a problem.

Mojda added, the cultural changes in the country are mainly due to the increase of alcoholic drinks, and it also extends to restaurants serving alcohol in Kabul city.

"There are some people who are keen to discourage Afghan religious ethnic values and try to introduce western values."

He believes that there was a sort of reluctance and ignorance about alcohol from the start of the interim government, when some influential people in the cabinet imported and distributed alcohol in Kabul city.

A spokesman for the anti-narcotics department at the interior ministry, General Mohammad Daud admits it is a problem: "In this regard we hope to be able to establish a proper mechanism to deal with illegal alcohol in the country so that we can satisfy the Afghan people."

General Daud said a meeting will be called to discuss this issue at the interior ministry and the imput of the provincial delegates, police commanders and other government offices will be welcome.

He also said the interior ministry had issued a new order for police officer and provincial governors to be vigilant and implement the law of the country.
