Women killed by husband in Northern province

MAIMANA, March 7, (Pajhwok Afghan News) – The murder of a 16-year old pregnant girl by her husband has evoked protests in Faryab province with several women's activists demanding action. 

The husband, who was arrested following the murder, was released on bail to join the funeral march but taken back into custody later, according to the local police. 

According to chief of the criminal department of Faryab, the murdered woman's husband is rich and has influence in the area. He told Pajhwok Afghan News "the killer was set free on bail to join the funeral ceremony and then taken back into custody on Sunday." 

The women's council of Faryab said the killing was a violation of human rights. If not taken seriously women of the province would take to the streets they said. Despite the existing law according equal rights to women the situation of women in Afghanistan remains dismal. Domestic violence, including murders are not uncommon, especially in the provinces. 

According to the police, 16-year old Zakia was killed on March 3 by her 22-year old husband Mohammad Arif and his brother Abdul Rahim in the Koi Khana village of Maimana city. She was five months pregnant 

Abdul Moqim, an official in the crime department of Faryab Province said the girl was killed after a quarrel with her husband. Her husband first suffocated her and then burnt her. 

Sara Surkhabi, head of the women affairs department, and Sharifa, head of the women's council in Faryab, told Pajhwok that the killing of Zakia is a violence on women and added that if the case is not handled properly they will protest. 

Zaidullah Paiwand, head of Afghan independent human rights commission in Faryab told Pajhwok that it was a clear violation of human rights. He added " I am in contact with the security officials and Abdul Latif Ibrahimi, the governor". 
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