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As you may be aware, Defra recently closed their consultation period on the review
of the National Waste Strategy 2000, which will inform the development of a revised
strategy for England.

Whilst the overall objective is understandably to reduce and recycle the amount of
waste generated, there will always be a volume of waste requiring residual treatment.
Currently most waste in the UK is disposed of to landfill but recovering energy is
increasingly being seen as a better use of household waste as a resource.. -

As stated in Defra's review document, there are clear benefits in the use of Energy
from Waste (EfW), making it a valid option for waste management and it is
encouraged as part of the Government’s energy policy. This is positive news in light
of the fact that Defra’s Local Authority Waste Recycling Model predicts that the
requirement for EfW is likely to increase from 9% to around 25% by 2020. Within
other European countries EfW already accounts for a significant proportion of their
waste management.

Whilst measures to reduce and recycle waste will always be preferential, EfW is an
additional solution and by far a more sustainable alternative to landfill for waste
management. In terms of impact on the environment, the emissions from modern
plants are very small and must meet the stringent requirements of the EU waste
incineration Directive. Defra’s review document also states that independent health
reviews confirm that risk to human health from EfW are ‘at the most minor’.

There is clear support within emerging national policy for EfW. As you may know,
Waste Recycling Group (WRG) submitted a planning application to Nottingham City
Council in July 2005 to expand the existing municipal energy from waste plant at
Eastcroft for the provision of an additional waste stream of 100,000 tonnes per
annum and to increase energy generation for the district heating scheme. The
Eastcroft plant currently serves Nottingham and the surrounding areas, including
Rushcliffe. We understand the application is due to go before the Council’s planning
committee in July 2006.
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[image: image2.png]Therefore | thought it would be timely to offer the opportunity for members of
Nottingham City Council to visit the facility. We understand that this is an important
application for the City and the subject of local interest, and consequently feel that
many of the issues relating to the extension can be better understood having been
around the site. Of course, a visit would be arranged at your convenience.

If you would like to take up this offer, please contact me on 0845 601 5432 or
info.eastcroft@wrg.co.uk so that arrangements can be made. 1look forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
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Fiona Macintosh
For Waste Recycling Grou

CC: Mike Senior, Planning Services
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