Letter to journalists, writer and Journalists' Associations,

Call for solidarity against repression.

Dear friends,

Our newspaper “Atilim” is under a systematic attack of the Turkish state. 

On the 8th of September, our Chief Editor, Ibrahim Cicek was taken under custody together with our Vice Chief Editor, Sedat Senoglu. Also, another journalist, radio broadcaster Fusun Erdogan was taken under custody. Prominent figures of the socialist movement in Turkey, and our writers, Ziya Ulusoy and Bayram Namaz were also taken under custody.

On the 12th of September, the Governor of Istanbul announced that these journalists and writers were arrested as a part of a large “terror” operation against the clandestine communist party, MLKP. And the court imprisoned our editors, Erdogan, Ulusoy and Namaz. 

But, the case is being kept secret with a legal decision, so neither us, nor their lawyers can get any information about why our editors were arrested. There is a decision for 6 months of secrecy. This is legal base provided by the new “anti-terror” law.

Our two editors, Cicek and Senoglu, are well-known by the people and are working in our newspaper since 12 years. The claim to link them with clandestine armed organizations is just a complot. 

But furthermore, on the 14th of September, the state had banned our newspaper for 15 days. The reason is the issue we had published after the imprisonment of our editors. The state, banned our newspaper, because we condemned her attack over our newspaper. This is an event, showing the borders of press freedom in our country. Also let me note that, today there is a total of 17 journalists imprisoned (the data of the Solidarity Platform with the Imprisoned Journalists-TGDP, list given below.) 

The attacks against press freedom, had intensified, especially after the new terror law, which opened the way to newspaper closures, prison and financial penalties to journalists. Article 6 and 7 of this Law, had been carried to the Constitutional Court by the President A. N. Sezer. But this does not prevent the prosecutors and judges to shut down our newspaper, depending on article 6 of the new terror law.

In our country, the censor over the press is hidden by the rulers under the mask “struggle against terror”. When they shut down a newspaper, and arrest its' editors, officially this is “struggle against terror”, not violation of the press freedom. 
On behalf of our newspaper, I call for international solidarity. Let us give a loud voice against this violation of press freedom, to gain the freedom of our Chief Editor and Vice Chief Editor and other imprisoned journalists. Let us stop the repression over the socialist press in Turkey.

ALP ALTINORS (Editor of Atilim Newspaper, Turkey)
Cakiraga Mahallesi, Cakiraga Camii Sokak no: 16-10 Aksaray/ISTANBUL

TEL: 0090 212 633 46 14

GSM: 0090 537 429 46 13

E-mail: varyos@ttnet.net.tr

Appendix:

LIST OF IMPRISONED JOURNALISTS IN TURKEY

by 17 September 2006. 

1- İbrahim Çiçek, Atılım Newspaper Chief Editor, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison

2- Sedat Şenoğlu, Atılım Newspaper Vice Chief Editor, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison 

3- Ziya Ulusoy, Atılım Newspaper writer, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison

4- Bayram Namaz, Atılım Newspaper writer, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison

5-Füsun Erdoğan, Journalist and radio broadcaster, İstanbul / Paşakapı Prison

6- Suat Kolca, Özgür Halk and Genç Bakış periodicals concessionaire, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison

7- Yaşar Duman, Özgür Halk and Genç Bakış, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Prison

8- Selahaddin Sumeli, Özgür Halk and Genç Bakış, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Kapalı Prison

9- Mahmut Bozdağ, Özgür Halk and Genç Bakış, İstanbul / Bayrampaşa Kapalı Prison

10- Memik Horuz, İşçi Köylü Newspaper Chief Editor, Bolu F Type Prison

11- Erol Zavar, Odak Periodical Owner and Director, Sincan F Type Prison

12- Hatice Duman, Atılım Newspaper Owner and Director, Gebze Special Type Prison

13- Mustafa Gök, Ekmek ve Adalet Periodical Ankara Attorney, Sincan F Type Prison

14- Evrim Dengiz, DİHA Mersin Correspondent, Mersin E Type Prison

15- Nesrin Yazar, DİHA Mersin Correspondent, Mersin E Type Prison

16- Barış Açıkel, İşçi Köylü Newspaper Owner and Director, Kandıra Number 1 F Type Prison

17- Rüştü Demirkaya, DİHA Tunceli Correspondent, Tunceli Prison
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