To the Press

We wrote this statement in order announce through yours newspaper the reality about conspiracy, which was set up against us and our newspaper Atilim: Socialist Alternative of the Oppressed, and practiced injustice.

We saw the crime
Our newspaper Atilim is facing a new conspiracy. We are thinking that anti-communist powers planned and practised this conspiracy. First of all, we, as Chief Editor and Vice Chief Editor, were taken to court and arrested with the accusation “being member of terror organisation”. Immediately after that the newspaper Atilim was banned for 15 days for the reason “making propaganda of terror organisation”. This case gives obviously enough opinion about the aim and the range of prepared conspiracy.

The new anti-terror law put the revolutionary, patriotic and progressive press into the centre of target and give prosecutors directive of attack. There are no boundary of injustice and arbitrarily. The mentality of martial law is completely in action. The decision of “secrecy” for our case, which prepared against us, is a typical example of this mentality of martial law. We were deprived completely, deliberately and from the beginning of our defence right, which is opposing to the rules of constitution.       

Neither us, nor our representatives have any information about “evident/evidences”, which were the reason of our arrest. Such a practice is also entirely out of law according to the international agreement, which Turkish state had signed.
Also, defending us and reporting the events were considered as reason for our newspapers banned. Where has been seen such a nonsense!? Could this irrationality to suit justice? The accusations about us have not been considered a judgment from any court yet. That is to say, we are in the suspected position. However, the court, which banned our newspaper, already declared us, as “member of terror organisation”. That is the anti-terror law in Turkey.
We have got to preview about conspiracy against our newspaper; seen that preparation and were trying to disclose it. For that reason, we are well aware, what we are facing now is not a “juristic accident”. In contrary, it is a directly and intentionally committed “juristic crime”.  We are the live witnesses, who are seeing and practicing this crime.

The voice of our newspaper, which is published in direction of conception of the people’s right to know the reality and to receive true information, is wanted to be silenced by the martial law mentality, which is arrogantly hides and distorts the realities. We know from the past examples that such attacks, which is directed to the press, have been taken as a measurements, which showed the range and depth of the common aggression against right of free speech, activity and organisation. Recently such examples are increasing; the sword of anti-terror law goes up and down over the revolutionary and patriotic press and theirs activists. The raid of Özgür Halk and Genc Bakis magazines and the arrest of their 5 activists were the latest chain before us, which is signalled the direction of planned aggression.     
 

We would like to express our believe that your newspaper will show the necessary sensitivity toward us and our newspaper or towards other examples, which will appear during this period.

We wish you every success

Ibrahim Cicek, Chief Editor of Atilim: Socialist Alternative of the Oppressed 
Sedat Senoglu, Vice Chief Editor of Atilim: Socialist Alternative of the Oppressed
