Liam Byrne

Immigration Minister

The Home Office

3rd Floor

Peel Building

2 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4 DF

Dear Mr Byrne

                       Re Teresa Lau Manuel - Home Office Reference M1239158

I have made myself familiar with the case of Teresa Lau Manuel.

Teresa, aged 19 years on 28th October, is from Cabinda, a small area in Angola that has consistently sought independence. It has oil, the Angolan Government is not ready to allow independence, liberation-fighters in Cabinda are constantly at risk.

As you are aware the situation in Cabinda is deteriorating and the Government of Cabinda are seeking international help.

[Citing an Angolan grab for disputed oil and mineral resources and the growing threat of an all-out war, the Government of Republic of Cabinda, FLEC-FAC (Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda - Armed Forces of Cabinda), and The National Bank of Cabinda have filed an urgent request for intervention by the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights.  30 September 2006]

Teresa came to Leicester on 25 March 2004. She spoke Kikongo and Portuguese, and so went to Leicester College to learn English. She followed this with a Child Care course at Leicester College that she completed in July 2006. Her certificate says to have achieved it required determination and skill; qualities which help you shape a valuable career. She enrolled for a nursing course that she should have started in September, before she was taken away.

Teresa is 19 and has a lot of things she could do with her life. She is a strong member of Candlestick Church‚, a Christian Church where she has responsibility for organizing the services on a Sunday. She says: "My life is difficult now but I trust that God will look after me but I'm still afraid of what Immigration may do to me. I know that God will be with me whatever happens."

The Home Office have refused Ms. Manuel’s claim for asylum, they found her explanation of why she fled Cabinda/Angola ‘incredible’. Ms. Has obtained documentation that could if reviewed lead to the Home Office reversing its decision

I would ask you to ‘stay’ the removal directions you have set for Ms. Manuel, release her from detention and review her case.

Yours sincerely

Name.......................................................................................................................................

Address...................................................................................................................................

Postcode..........................................................Country...........................................................

