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Letter to the Examiner

Moving on
Local elections are coming.  But how to vote, when each party claims to speak the truth and promises to serve our interests better than the others?

I shall be looking critically at every claim, but especially those which call themselves Christian. I will compare them with what Jesus said Himself and reject any party whosestance does not conform with His values and teaching and I encourage you to do the same.

Jesus teaches God is love. We are to love God and our neighbour. God forgives us, so we are to forgive others.  It is not what we say, but what we do that matters.  

There is no room for hate in the Christian faith. We share God’s gift of life and love with every human being, for all are made in the image of God. 

It is easy to blame others for our problems and make them scapegoats. Hitler did this and 6 million Jews died as a result.  Jesus willingly became a scapegoat. He died to set us free from evil and hatred.

Anyone who preaches hatred or naked self interest in the name of Jesus has simply missed the point. They need our prayers but certainly not our vote.

Finally, let me urge you all to make the effort to cast your vote in this election. Last time more people stayed at home than went to the polls. What a waste of our democratic freedom

Martyn Crompton
Christian Values?

The BNP is not a party that promotes Christian values.  Rather it is a party that tries to divide Christians from Muslims, White from Black and West from East.  Its manifesto is openly based on racism.  For instance BNP councillors are committed to removing Halal and Kosher food from school dinner menus.  The BNP justifies this proposed victimisation of Muslim and Jewish children by saying that it is opposed to animal cruelty.  The BNP is also committed to introducing quota systems on the issuing of licenses to private-hire firms and off-licenses and has called for Asians to be banned from becoming Train Drivers and Chemists.  Their policies, if enacted, would deprive thousands of ethnic Asian people in Kirklees of their livelihoods.  The BNP’s declared policy is “an immediate halt to all non-white immigration” and the “voluntary resettlement” of non-whites to their “lands of native origin”, whether or not they are British citizens.  The BNP leader Nick Griffin has described the Holocaust as the “holohoax” denying the deaths of millions of Jewish people in Nazi gas chambers.

 We believe in encouraging people to work together and in challenging injustice and discrimination - particularly when it is based on the myths propagated by the BNP.  We promote hope and not fear, and we reject the evil of the BNP.
Jeremy Cuss, Golcar Labour Party; Jackie Firth, Golcar Conservative Party:

Lesley Hedges, Golcar Green Party; Cllr Robert Iredale, Golcar Liberal Democrat Party
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Eastern Europeans – don’t believe the myths

Recently myths have been spread about ‘asylum seekers’ from Eastern Europe.  These rumours are untrue, confused and unhelpful.  They have been spread by people who hope to gain by increasing discord, even violence, in our communities.  New arrivals from Eastern Europe are not asylum seekers at all.  They have a right to come here to work because 10 countries have been added to those who belong to the European Union.  They do not have to prove that they are in danger in their own country, as an asylum seeker would.  

Some people may dislike the European Union, which used to be called the Common Market, but whatever our beliefs, we were taken into it democratically after a referendum, the only national referendum we have ever had.  It’s unfair to be rude and unfriendly to people who have a legal right to be here, especially as they have come to England because they like what they have heard about us.

Immigrant workers contribute to the wealth of the UK, not just through their work but also by paying  tax here; income tax, council tax, VAT and other purchase taxes.  This means they are contributing to our health service, education system, roads, libraries and all the other services we need.

Many Eastern Europeans work in low paid jobs which people who have been born here do not want.  Some are well qualified but take low paid work so they can live here for a while and learn about us while they improve their English.  Some are in jobs where we have a shortage of qualified people.

They should be paid no less than the minimum wage, and they have the same employment rights as anyone who was born here.  They do not always know their rights.  If you hear that they are being exploited you should talk to your own union, to the worker concerned, or to the Health and Safety Executive.  The CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau) can help with workers’ rights if they re not in a union, and their website has employment advice in Polish. 

If you hear of people being shouted at or their property or themselves being attacked, this is against the law and should be reported to the police who can prosecute under hate crime legislation
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If you would like to find out more about different people’s faiths then come to





Huddersfield Town Hall


14th March 2007


6pm





Representatives from Huddersfield’s Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim & Sikh communities will be there to share aspects of their faith





�





I would like to find out more about GOLCAR TOGETHER





Name





Address





Telephone Number





Email








This information will only be used in connection with the work of Golcar Together.





Dear Sir,


The murder of Mohammed Parvaiz on July 21st last year shocked many in Golcar.  Hundreds attended a service in Saint John’s Church on the Saturday following to sign a Book of Condolences, later given to his widow and family.


They were not the only ones to suffer.  For the young people, now tried and sentenced for their crime, and for their families, life will never be the same. 


These tragic events remind us that anger, fuelled by hatred and prejudice, can lead to terrible harm.  If it does, all suffer, victims and perpetrators alike.  Our hearts go out to them all.


Golcar Together was formed in an attempt to prevent such a dreadful thing happening again on our streets.  


Golcar Together unites different churches and political groups in the fight against prejudice and intolerance, especially racial.  Our aim is to promote understanding and appreciation of our neighbours, whatever their age, customs, creed or colour, in order to build harmonious relationships throughout our society. 


We invite all who share our concerns to join us. 


Yours sincerely,


Revd Peter Bedford, Parkwood Methodist; Canon Martyn Crompton, St John the Evangelist, Golcar; Jeremy Cuss, Golcar Labour Party; Jackie Firth, Golcar Conservative Party; Norman Harries, Bolster Moor Baptist ; Lesley Hedges, Golcar Green Party; Rev. David Humphries, Scapegoat Hill Baptist; Rev. Jim Hunt, St Marks, Longwood; Cllr Robert Iredale, Golcar Liberal Democrat Party; Revd Mike Roberts, Milnsbridge Baptist; Fr. Ian Smith, St Brigid’s Church, Paddock; Revd Chris Thompson, Golcar Baptist; Revd Pam Ward, Golcar Providence Methodist











