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Despite a massive youth rebellion,
the government of Greece is going
ahead with it’s educational reforms
which allow increased privatisation of
universities. There have been occupations,
strikes and massive marches; both students
and teachers have faced heavy police vio-
lence,

Demonstrators are also calling for the release

of those recently arrested and the withdrawal
of the law from universitics. This is important
because many Greeks remember the dictator-
ship which only fell in 1967. Police éntered
universities and killed 69 people in an effort
to stop mass protests; in response the de-
mocracy which emerged soon after actually
banned police from entering camipuses. Now
the authorities are trying to reverse this ban.
A student radio broadcast has claimed ‘we
are feeling the first implications of the new
legislation, which has led to a widespread
feeling of dictatorship.”

Iraqi Unions Raided Agai

Three major raids have taken place
against Iraqi trade unions in recent
weeks and it’s reported US troops
were involved. The General Federation
of Iraqi Workers (GFIW) represents many
thousands of Iraqi’s and is playing an im-
portant role in the rebuilding of it’s country.
On February 23rd US soldiers raided their
office in Baghdad, arrested one of their se-
curity gnards, broke furniture and confis-
cated computers and fax machines. They
came back on the 25th with Iraqi forces. A
similar raid happened at the office of the Iraqi

Journalist Syndicate on the February 19. This

union works to protect and aid journalist:
and has only just been officially recoguisex
by the government. Manfred Warda o
ICEM says; ‘These attacks are a cynica
attempt to not only harass the trade unior
movement, but to limit their ability to com
municate with both their members ad the i
international contacts... Democratic tra ]
unions ate a cornerstone of democracy an
are aforce for reconciliation, peaci: and «ta
bility in a society.” The TUC is addings it
wvoice to the international condenmation o
these raids and is also raising funds to hel;
these unions.

FORGET DEMOCRACY -
IT’S ALL ABOUT OIL

Iraqi unions may be the last line of
defence against the imperialist plans
of the US and UK. These unions have
had a resurgence in recent years, though
still suffer repression at the hands of gov-
ernment, foreign forces and terrorist vio-
lence. Oil workers have stood up to British
troops in Basra during pay protests and they
have challenged foreign companics seeking
to take over the industry. Now unions across
Iraq are joining forces to fight a new law
‘which will hand over up to two thirds of
Iraq’s oil to multinationals. This law has been
prepared in secret, with total disregard for

democracy and the work that’s alncady bees
done by the country’s oil workers. Britisl
and US companies began to exploit Iraqi oi
80 years ago. After a periced of nationalisa
tion they arc trying to regain conrol. A un
ion statement from December criticises th
new law; ‘there will be a high and insan
jump in the fuel prices throughont the coun
try, which would be negatively reflected i
the social and economic lives of the Iraqis
The biggest disaster is that there will be ar
excuse and a pretext for the occupier to ex
tend the stay of their forces in Iraq to pro)
tect the foreign oil companies.”

THE BIG DEBT CON

A couple of things I’ve read recently showed the link between debt, high tax and the
unsustainable economic system we live under. Onewas an American pamphlet from 1982,
the other was the website www.monetaryreform.org. If anyone disagrees with this or wants
to add anything please write in. I think this shit is important.

Article I of the U.S. constitution gave con-
gress the exclusive right to print money. As-
suming democracy worked, it meant the peo-
ple controlled the economy and shared the
benefits of owning money printing machin-
ery. In 1913 with many members away on
Christmas holiday, congress passed the Fed-
eral Reserve Act. This created the Federal Re-
serve Corporation, a private company which
now had the sole right to print money free
from government control. It made dollar bills
and sold them to government on credit so the
government paid more than the actual value
of the money. Every time spending exceeded
tax revenue, more cash was bought on credit.

‘This basic system is so established round
the world that no one asks ‘where does
meoney come from?’ A better question to ask
is; ‘what is money?” Quoting the monetary
reform website ‘the purpose of money is to
act as a means of exchange, in order to ad-
vance beyond a barter system. Money must

serve that and no other purpose’.

The problem is that money has taken on a
new purpose. It has become a commodity in
itself. Like all commodities the price fluctu-
ates according to supply and demand.
Speculators buy when the price is low and
sell or loan it to people when it’s high. Rich
people swap their wealth between different
currencies as it suits them. It gets worse.
Only about 3% of cusrency exists as hard
cash. The rest exists as credit, as numbers
on computers. This system is so open to
fraud that it’s ridiculous and it allows the
current situation to continue, ie; the way
people get hold of money is upside down.
They buy now and pay later plus interest
‘We have to pay the ruling elite for the privi-
lege of owning meney!

This is why so many homes are being re-
possessed and why the “debt consolidation’
‘business is taking off. If you hear someone
in government urging you to be more re-

sponsible in what you borrow, they arr: |
hypocrite. Our society is built on debt sang
the biggest debt of all is the one our giov
ernment has run up. We are paying for thi
through our taxes so cutting up your credi
card doesn’t get you off.

What’s the answer? I'm a bit of an anaichis
myself, but if there is any need for nationa
government then one of it’s jobs should b
to print money as it’s needed. That mone;
should be spent providing for our needs, o
it should be handed out between all 60 mil
lion of us equally. If we are to have a gov
ernment that passes laws then maybe th
charging of interest should be banned. Ac
cording to the bible God is dead against it
societies have flourished without it (Ameri.
can colonies in the 1700s, the Saracen Em
pire, Mandarin China...), it’s not acceptable
‘between friends and even drug dealers don”
usually charge for “tick’. -Dave.

“The entire concept of law isvain and fallacious,
Jor what shall we accomplish by enacting one?
Those who agree with it will obey it, as they did
before it existed and those who disagree will
break it. We have been occupied in an empty
gesture with two consequences: those who talke
comfort in such things will be comforted, and
those who derive perverted pleasure by enforc-
ing their will on others may now find positions
among the police.” L. Neil Smith, writer.





