Fax Message

To Kenya Airways - Fax 020 8745 5027

To Kenya Airways,

Re Forced Removal of Anne Batambuze on your Kenya Airways flight KQ101 from Heathrow to Nairobi at 20.00 Thursday 12th April 2007.

Anne and her husband were forced to leave Kenya in 1990 as her husband was Ugandan and at the time Ugandans were being persecuted in Kenya. Anne and her husband fled to Swaziland. Unfortunately Anne's husband passed away. The Swaziland Authorities started making life very difficult for Anne to carry on working there. She left for the UK in 2003 hoping to be able to work and provide for herself. 

Anne first submitted an asylum application about June 2003.  It took the Home Office three years to inform her that the application was invalid.  She was then instructed to report to Croydon for an interview in 2006.  Anne engaged another lawyer.  She appeared in Croydon for screenings and then for an interview with her lawyer in Liverpool in August 2006.  She was told to report to the police every month until a decision had been made on her application.  Anne reported diligently to the police station in her area every month.  

When she recently visited on Wednesday 4 April 2007 she was arrested.  It was explained to her that the Home Office had refused her application two weeks after her interview in Liverpool in August 2006.  Anne and her lawyer were never notified of this until she reported to the police station for her April visit.  The refusal decision letter that Anne was given is dated 16/08/06 but was faxed to the Bristol Immigration Department on 08/02/07.  

Anne was never given the right to appeal this decision.  Anne was kept in custody from Wednesday morning until Thursday after midnight.  She wasn't allowed to make many phone calls, it was incredibly difficult to be able to speak to her, in fact virtually impossible at times.  Anne was never given items that were left for her by friends such as a change of clothes and toiletries.

Though Anne came to the UK from Swaziland the Home Office intend to return her to Kenya. Where Anne fears persecution from the authorities because of the nationality of her late husband.

Anne will be aggravated and distressed by this forced removal that may affect the safety and comfort of other passengers. I request that you do not carry out this forced removal. I feel you would also be doing a disservice to the reputation of your airline and you would be contributing to an abuse of power by the Home Office.

Yours Sincerely,
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