Liam Byrne, Minister for Immigration

Home Office, 3rd Floor, Peel Building

2 Marsham Street

London, SW1P 4DF

Dear Liam Byrne,

Re: Tresor Nlabu Masampu, Home Office ref M1176574

I am familiar with the case of Congolese opposition political activist, Tresor Nlabu Masampu, who is in detention. He was injured on a recent deportation attempt and a second attempt to deport him was stopped at the last minute. The 28 year old is in such poor health he's being held in Colnbrook IRC's Health Centre.  

Tressor fled the DR Congo in 2002, together with his 12-year-old sister who has since been granted status in the UK, as has his uncle and sister-in-law. For the 5 years he has been in the UK, Tresor has always been compliant of the reporting conditions imposed on him. He was not given an appeal hearing until 2004. 

Tresor comes from the DR Congo's southeastern province of Katanga. He lived in a village near the regional city of Kasuvubu. His parents were killed and he was wanted for political activities with the Mouvement Populaire de la Revolution (MPR). The MPR has three branches and latterly Tresor has been a member of the section that split off under the leadership of Catherine Nzuzi Wa Mbombo. Tresor was chair of the Youth section of the party in Kasuvubu, and was repeatedly arrested, imprisoned and assaulted.

Especially since the presidential elections last autumn, the main opposition 'umbrella' for a number of smaller opposition parties, many from the eastern and south eastern part of the DR Congo, is the Mouvement pour la Liberation du Congo (MLC), led by President Kabila's most serious opponent, Jean Pierre Bemba.  Kabila has been settling scores with all opposition parties, large and small, perceived as one and the same enemy of his regime. Kabila's revenge measures against any opposition parties and civil groups have been a well-reported process by, amongst others, Human Rights Watch. The president of Tresor's party, Catherine Nzuzi Wa Mbombo, was the only female presidential candidate in the recent presidential elections, and is therefore, in the eyes of the Kabila regime, an enemy of the state. Catherine Nzuzi Wa Mbomba has been assaulted, arrested and detained repeatedly, and the Congolese Defence Force attacked Jean Pierre Bemba’s headquarters in Kinshasa. With the leadership of his party being ruthlessly suppressed, and with revenge actions of arrest, torture, strategic rape and many hundreds of killings and disappearances, Tresor would likely be at serious risk if he were returned to the DR Congo now.

Initially, Tresor and his little sister were accommodated with an uncle in London but Tresor was later dispersed by NASS to Doncaster where studied English and IT. He volunteered with the Red Cross International Tracing Service, working hard on their Tracing, Message, Attestation, Family Reunion and Destitution Project. Barbara King MBE has signed a letter of commendation for his contribution to the work there and recommended him for further work in Rotherham and Sheffield.  Colleagues from other agencies, including Doncaster Asylum Support team, are concerned about Tresor and were sad to learn of his situation. It is clear that his presence in the community has been a positive outcome for all concerned. Tresor has been to be active in the Catholic Church and his intention is to become a pastor like his father. 

Although his family in London have all been granted leave to remain in the UK, Tresor has been refused in spite of scars of torture. The Mental Health Team in Camden has treated him for depression and possible PTSD with referral to University College Hospital Psychology Department. He is awaiting an assessment by the Medical Foundation for Victims of Torture.  

Even if he were to survive possible interrogation on arrival in Kinshasa, Tresor would have no means or hope of safe travel from Kinshasa to Kasuvubu, over 1,000 kms away, where all his immediate family were killed. His uncle, sister-in-law and sister are Tresor's last surviving family members. They are all in London. I ask you to stop this inhuman family separation, review Tresor’s case and allow him to remain in the UK.
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