Liam Byrne MP

Minister for Immigration

Fax: 020 7035 4745
Dear Liam Byrne

            Re: Suntharalingam Uthayasooriyan, DOB 12/5/65, Shanthini Uthayasooriyan, DOB 28/10/70

Anosha Uthayasooriyan, DOB 8/12/1998, Anitha Uthayasooriyan, DOB 23/8/2002 HO Ref. U1013748

I am writing to appeal to you to intervene and stop the removal of the Uthayasooriyan family from Middlesbrough.

The family is at present in detention awaiting removal on Saturday, 2nd June, to Colombo. As I am sure you know Sri Lanka is a very dangerous place at the moment.

US/Country Reports on Human Rights Practices  - Sri Lanka 2006
The government's respect for the human rights of its citizens declined due in part to the breakdown of the Cease-Fire Accord (CFA). Credible sources reported human rights problems, including unlawful killings by government agents, high profile killings by unknown perpetrators, politically motivated killings by paramilitary forces associated with the government and the LTTE, and disappearances. Human rights monitors also reported arbitrary arrests and detention, poor prison conditions, denial of fair public trial, government corruption and lack of transparency, infringement of religious freedom, infringement of freedom of movement, and discrimination against minorities. There were numerous reports that armed paramilitary groups linked to government security forces participated in armed attacks, some against civilians. Following the December 1 LTTE attempt to assassinate Defense Secretary Gothabaya Rajapaka, the government strengthened emergency regulations that broadened security forces' powers in the arrest without warrant and non-accountable detention of civilians for up to 12 months. The LTTE continued to control large sections of the north and east and engaged in politically motivated killings; suicide attacks; disappearances; torture; arbitrary arrest and detention; denial of fair public trial; arbitrary interference with privacy; denial of freedom of speech, press, and of assembly and association; and the recruitment of child soldiers.

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/78875.htm
They came to Middlesbrough in January 2001, only two months after the deadline for the family amnesty. They were fleeing persecution as Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Their younger daughter, Anitha, was born in UK and both children are happily settled in St. Pius X School in Middlesbrough.

The elder daughter, Anosha, has been diagnosed as suffering from epilepsy, and is under the care of specialists in James Cook Hospital, and in Newcastle. She needs ongoing daily medication to prevent severe seizures.

The family come originally from Kodikaman, but later was relocated to Meliadi, both in the North of Sri Lanka, an area that is reported as having undergone many incidents of violence towards Tamil inhabitants. Travel between the capital, Colombo, and this area is restricted for Tamils, and the hospitals in Colombo are Sinhalese, first class i.e. expensive, and with very few paediatricians (I believe only one).  The family does not speak Sinhalese.

If the family is able to reach their home area, not only is this a dangerous area, but also because of restrictions on travel and curfews, if the daughter had a seizure during the night (which has been the pattern of her seizures in the past), they would be unable to access any help for her.

The Uthayasooriyan family are polite and gentle people, who want to bring their children up in an atmosphere of peace and safety. They are respected and loved within the community, and both parents have attended English classes since they arrived here, making every effort to integrate.

I would respectfully request that you release this family from detention and return them to their Middlesbrough community.

Yours Sincerely,  
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