Liam Byrne

Minister for Immigration and Asylum

Home Office, 3rd Floor, Peel Building

2 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DF

Dear Mr Byrne, 


Re: Farzaneh and Syed Dadkhah, H.O. Ref: D1085853/Romisa Asadi H.O. Ref: A1196387
I am writing to you about Farzaneh Dadkhah, an Iranian political activist who, together with her daughters Syed and Romisa has been refused asylum. 

Farzaneh Syed and Romisa came to the UK in August 2003 and claimed asylum on arrival. A series of judgements on their case between October 2003 and October 2005 found first against her and then in her favour, with the second Immigration Judge commentating that the first rejection was “perverse and fatally flawed”. However, the Home Office appealed and in October 2005, Farzaneh’s claim for asylum was again rejected.  

The family believe that they were not well served by their solicitor who failed to present vital pieces of evidence to the court including film clips that document Farzaneh’s participation in demonstrations in Iran leaving her open to reprisals, and a letter from her doctor confirming that she had been tortured while in prison.  The family is in the process of making a fresh claim.

Farzaneh is deeply committed to human rights. She is from a highly political family in Iran, working for democracy and women’s rights within an oppressive Islamic state.  Her aunt, her brother, her sister, her brother in law and her uncle (aunt's husband) were all killed, executed and assassinated by the state. Both Farzaneh and her husband were arrested in 1981. Farzaneh was tortured whilst in prison and was informed on her release that if she continued to participate in political activities she, like her relatives, would be killed. When [5th of October 2001] one of her 20-year-old twin daughters was refused a bone marrow transplant and died of ‘Aplastic anaemia’, the family believed that this was due to their political involvement.

In early August 2003 the police came to the family home to arrest Farzaneh’s older daughter for participation in a student demonstration.  Because she was not at home they arrested her father instead, informing the family that he would be released only in exchange for his daughter. In view of the threats made against her in 1981 and fearing for their lives, Farzaneh and her daughters fled Iran.

In October 2003, Farzaneh’s older daughter was sentenced in her absence to sixteen years imprisonment for “breaches of the Islamic penal law.” A transcript of the trial obtained by the family reads:

It should be noted that the convict’s affiliates [i.e. the family] have been long time members of the [opposition] organisation and have continued their activities and co-operation with that organisation against the Holy Regime of the Islamic Republic despite repeated arrests and penalties.

This warm, generous family has excellent relations with their neighbours and many friends. Farzaneh and her daughters are busy in the community and work as volunteers, organising drop-in sessions at a local church. The youngest daughter volunteers with a legal charity: she is achieving high grades in her ‘A’ levels and wants to become a lawyer. 

Since the election of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2005, political opposition has been violently suppressed in Iran and there have been increasing Human Rights abuses, especially of women’s rights. Farzaneh fears for her daughters in their Western dress. In 1981 Farzaneh was threatened with death if she continued to campaign for human rights. Since she came to the UK she has continued to campaign against the Iranian regime and has been photographed demonstrating outside the Iranian embassy. To return this family to Iran at this time would condemn them to imprisonment, torture and probably worse. It would be a clear breach of their Human Rights. 

I ask you to exercise your discretion and compassion and grant Farzaneh and her daughters leave to remain in the UK on humanitarian grounds. 

Yours Sincerely,
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