To: Rt Hon Jacqui Smith, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Dear Jacqui,

                      Re: Jessica & Favour Edebiri H.O Ref: S1283886

Country of origin Nigeria, currently detained in Yarl’s Wood IRC.

I have made myself familiar with the case of Jessica & Favour. They are due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Saturday 11th August 2007.

Jessica is from Nigeria.  In 1984 when she was 9 years old her parents were killed in a car crash and she was then looked after by her elder brother in the house left by her parents. In 1990 whilst Jessica was at school in a neighbouring village, a local rubber company demolished the home to make way for a road to a rubber plantation.  Her brother who resisted this demolition “disappeared”.

Jessica then sought the protection of an elderly lady in the next village where she was made to do unpaid farm work in exchange for food and accommodation for several years. In 1995 this lady's daughter took her to Lagos to work as an unpaid domestic slave. She was beaten and abused there.

Trafficked

In June 2004 this woman took Jessica to Dublin under the pretence of the promise of a job in hairdressing there but in fact she was sold and forced into prostitution and her passport taken from her. Before leaving Lagos this woman put Jessica through a “Juju” ceremony and she was told that if she did not repay her airfare and her “price” she would be killed.

One of her clients, who got her pregnant, helped her to escape from the house where she was held prisoner, promised to marry her and brought her to England on a false passport. She was taken to a house that turned out to be another brothel.  Jessica managed to escape, was found sleeping rough by police and claimed asylum.

Since she was dispersed to Horbury, Wakefield in March 2005. She has attended Horbury Methodist Church and become very much part of the church family. Her daughter Favour was born there in June 2005.

Her claim for asylum was rejected and she appealed in August 2005. The appeal was refused on the grounds that Nigeria is a big country and Jessica could relocate and would be able to find a job as a hairdresser elsewhere in the country.

A fresh claim made in December 2006 was refused.
USA Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Nigeria

The government's human rights record remained poor, and government officials at all levels continued to commit serious abuses. domestic violence and discrimination against women; female genital mutilation (FGM); child abuse and child sexual exploitation; societal violence; ethnic, regional, and religious discrimination; and trafficking in persons for the purposes of prostitution and forced labor.

The Home Office's own report on Nigeria refers to the abuse of women in that country and the vulnerability of women who have been trafficked on being returned to that country. It also refers to the fact that the traffickers have a widespread network of connections, and can easily trace people.  

Nigeria is a country where people trafficking is prohibited by law but is practised and is a serious problem. / Young women's first contact with the trafficking network almost always happens through informal networks. It varies whether it is the woman herself or the other party who first takes the initiative. In many cases, friends or relatives of the women are the first link. Home Office Country of Origin Information Report Nigeria May 2007
Jessica has no relatives in Nigeria and the only real friends she has are the church family at Horbury Methodist Church.

 I would respectfully request that you release this family from detention and return them to their Horbury community and reconsider Jessica’s case on Compassionate grounds and if so minded grant mother and daughter leave to remain.

Yours Sincerely,
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