Att: Nigel Turner, Chief Executive Officer

BMI 

Donington Hall

Castle Donington

Derby DE74 2SB

Fax: 01332 854875
Dear Mr. Turner,

         Re: Forced Removal to Azerbaijan of Mrs. Veneera Aliyeva & children, Anna & Murat Memedo on BMI Flight BD 929; 13.35 hours, Thursday, 1st November 2007 from London Heathrow to Baku.
I am writing to urge you not to carry out the removal of Mrs Veneera Aliyeva and her children. On 28 October Immigration Officers arrived at her Swansea home and took her and her children to Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal Centre. She is due to be removed to Azerbaijan on BMI Flight BD 929 @13.35 hours on Thursday, 1st Nov. 2007 from Heathrow to Baku.

Veneera and her children are Baptists from Azerbaijan with Armenian ethnicity. Veneera has suffered persecution on both accounts: as an individual of mixed ethnicity in a country known to persecute its Armenian minority and as a Christian in an intolerant Muslim country. 

Veneera’s mother was a Christian Armenian who married an Azeri in Baku. After fighting broke out between Azerbaijan and Armenia in 1988 her parents fled to Russia because of growing hostility to Armenians. Veneera married an Azeri who knew about her ethnicity but kept it from his wider family and friends. Their children were born at home to avoid registration as Armenians but in 1997 she was seen visiting her mother’s grave in an Armenian graveyard in Baku. Years of harassment for the whole family followed. In March 2000 Veneera was secretly baptised in the Baptist church in Baku. In April 2002 police took the congregation to the police station where they were interviewed separately. Veneera was accused of abusing Islam, hit and then raped twice, including violent anal rape. She hid all this from her husband. The harassment continued and she persuaded her husband to flee the country on 31 December 2002, arriving in the UK on 13 January 2003. They claimed asylum because of ethnic persecution. This was not taken seriously. On 2 June 2005 the family was returned to Azerbaijan.

On arrival her husband was taken away in handcuffs. Veneera was beaten in front of the children and spent 5 days in hospital. (She has a medical report of this). The press published her name and photograph, accusing her of being a public enemy, of misrepresenting Azerbaijan to the UK, of being a terrorist and creating disputes between Azeris and Armenians. Discharged from hospital she suffered further discrimination and harassment and, without birth certificates, found it impossible to register her children for school and medical care. 

Veneera and the children again sought safety in the UK and arrived in Swansea on 20 May 2006. Veneera is being treated for acute anxiety, frequent severe panic attacks, dizziness and sleep disorders. She has the concerned support of her consultant. Her son has also been receiving psychiatric care and medication. They have settled very well in their community with Anna and Murat doing well at school despite Murat’s psychological problems.

However the Home Office refused to believe that Veneera’s experiences were due to either her faith or her ethnicity. On 8 September 2007, while she was appealing the HO refusal, Immigration came to take them to detention. Although they were eventually released the shock has left Veneera suicidal and her son falling apart. Their solicitor made fuller Further Representations. The family did not realise these had been refused until Immigration unlocked their door at 7 am on Sunday 28th October. Veneera’s solicitor has not yet seen the grounds of refusal Azerbaijan is safe for neither Armenians nor Christians. The family was traumatised by their last forced removal. They should be given leave to remain on compassionate grounds, if no other.

It is certain Veneera will be deeply and obviously distressed by this removal and this will clearly affect the comfort and safety of other passengers.  

In the light of the Home Office’s statement recent that "Airline captains have the right to refuse carriage of a passenger and will do so if they feel appropriate for security or commercial reasons," 

I urge you not to carry out this forced removal.

Yours Sincerely,

Name: 

Address:  

City: 



Postcode: 

Country:

                             Date: 







