To: Rt Hon Jacqui Smith, MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Fax: 020 7035 3262 
Dear Home Secretary,

RE: FALODE FAMILY, HO ref 1293538
I am writing to ask that you urgently intervene in the case of the Aderonke Falode and her young family, who are due to be removed to Nigeria on Thursday 8th November.

Aderonke arrived sought asylum in the UK following the death of her husband in 2003 – she was being pressured by her in-laws to marry her brother-in-law and relinquish her children and her property him. As Ronke refused, even seeking the help of a local minister, violence was threatened against her family and their property. 

Feeling unsafe, Ronke left Nigeria briefly, visiting a friend in the UK. Unfortunately, when she returned to Nigeria the situation had not improved and Ronke was still being hounded by her in-laws. Eventually she decided she must leave permanently, and so obtained a visitor’s visa and returned to the same friend in Dagenham. This time, however, she was treated badly by her friend, who refused Ronke access to her own passport to stop her going anywhere else.

Ronke sought asylum on 7 March 2007 and was refused in Belfast on June 2007. Ronke is effectively being persecuted for being Christian and faces the same if returned on Thursday. She will be forced by her dead husband's family to marry her brother-in-law and if she refuses, her children will be taken away from her by the family.  Her husband's property has already been taken by them in Ronke's absence.  She is a devout Christian and her faith would not allow her to comply with the family's wishes and marry this man.

Ronke and her family have been living in the Imperial Drive area of Belfast, attending Mountpottinger Presbyterian Church – Ronke volunteers in the Charity Shop and sings in the Praise Group; her children attend local schools, Boys' Brigade and Junior Church – one is even being scouted by a top football team.  

Ronke and her family have made a home for themselves in Belfast, integrating, volunteering and making friends. Please allow them to remain and live free of the sort of persecution they face in Nigeria.

Yours Sincerely,
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                             Date: 
