Keep Hamedullah in Canterbury
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Home Office Reference: H1138373
Canterbury has become Hamedullah’s home.  He has been an excellent student at Canterbury College. Having successfully completed an ESOL course, he went on to study IT and gained a 'Pass with Credit'. He was offered a place on a higher-level course, BTEC First Diploma for IT Practitioners, which he was hoping to take up this year. His tutors have described him as 'hard working, mature, studious, and considerate.' He was looked up to by other students and 'would often help the less able' in class. Hamedullah also attended the Red Cross social evenings where young people cook or play sports together.

He has been refused asylum by the Home Office which states, firstly - that he would not be facing any threat from the authorities because of his connection to RAWA (Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan) and secondly - that he could relocate to Kabul where he could find a means of supporting himself.

Hamedullah came to the UK in 2004 aged 15. His father had been working for RAWA until his disappearance and presumed death in 2001. Hamedullah's mother was also a member of RAWA as was Hamedullah who helped distribute posters and leaflets. Whist leafleting for RAWA, he was warned that the authorities had surrounded the family home and was in danger. That's the last time he saw his family. He went into hiding and was helped to flee. Hamedullah does not know the whereabouts of his mother or siblings.

Hamedullah came to the UK as an unaccompanied minor. His asylum claim, made in December 2004, was refused but he was granted Temporary admission until his 18th birthday. He was 18 in April 2007.  He made a fresh asylum claim in May 2007 - it was refused and an appeal dismissed in July.

It would be unsafe for Hamedullah to return to Afghanistan for the following reasons:

1. RAWA is the most radical of the women's organizations in Afghanistan where almost no progress has been made in relation to women's rights. RAWA would therefore present a challenge to those in power who would have an interest in targeting anyone associated with RAWA. Hamedullah would therefore be at risk.

2. In relocating to another area Hamedullah would be offered no protection from the authorities or police and, as a young man returning, he would be regarded with suspicion. He would therefore be in a threatening and highly frightening environment.

3. The economy is in a very fragile state, housing costs are high and he would need to rely heavily on family links in order to survive. Hamedullah has no contact with his family and does not know their whereabouts. He would therefore be extremely vulnerable and homeless.

We the undersigned call upon the Rt Hon Jacqui Smith, MP Secretary of State for the Home Office to grant Hamedullah Hassani the right to remain in the UK on compassionate grounds.

	Name
	Address
	Signature

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please return completed petitions to: 'Hamedullah Belongs to Canterbury": 

Angela Bertaille, C/o Canterbury College,New Dover Rd, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3AJ
