Mr Tariq Bukhari

General Manager

Pakistan International Airlines

1-15 King Street

Hammersmith

London W6 9HR

FAX: 020 8741 9376

e-mail: info@piac.com.pk
Dear Mr. Bukhari, 

RE: George WILLIAM and family 

George William and family fled from Pakistan after years of harassment and persecution because of their Christian beliefs. The family are currently detained in Tinsley House Immigration Removal Centre, awaiting removal to Karachi on Pakistan International Airlines Flight PK0788 from Heathrow airport @ 17:00hrs on Sunday 23rd December.

George’s wife Veronica was raised as a Muslim but converted to Christianity when they married.  Veronica’s family objected to the marriage and began to subject the couple to harassment and abuse in an attempt to persuade them to convert to Islam. The couple escaped this harassment when they moved to live and work in Abu Dhabi in the 1970s, but on their return to Pakistan in 1994 the problems immediately began again and increased over the years.

In early 2003 George was physically assaulted by members of his wife’s family and told that if the family did not convert to Islam they would all be killed.  Fearing for his life, George fled to the UK leaving his wife and family behind in Pakistan.  He claimed asylum in April 2003 but his claim was rejected because the Home Office did not believe that Christians would be persecuted for their beliefs in Pakistan.

In 2004 George’s son, Fabian, was kidnapped by members of Veronica’s family.  He was taken to an unknown location and told that the following morning he would be taken to a mosque and converted to Islam.  Fabian managed to escape and re-join his mother and sisters.  Veronica then decided to leave Pakistan for the UK and brought Fabian and her two daughters with her.  

Veronica claimed asylum for her whole family, citing George as a dependant, in August 2004.  This application was also rejected on the same grounds as George’s earlier claim.  In June 2005 a Fresh Claim was submitted on behalf of the whole family.  The Home Office rejected this claim on 23 November 2007.  

At 07:00 on the morning of 19th December Immigration Officers went to the family home in Swansea and took the family into detention to await removal to Pakistan.

This family has suffered greatly because of Veronica’s wish to share her husband’s religion.  She has become estranged from her own family and every member of the family has been threatened with death if they do not convert to Islam.  During their time in Pakistan they were forced to constantly move about the country and around Karachi in order to escape the attentions of Veronica’s family.  Because they have left Pakistan and attempted to claim asylum in the UK they are now at even more risk should they be returned.  George is convinced that he will be killed and the rest of the family will either be forced to convert to Islam or be killed also.  

The situation that they face has taken its toll on George.   Earlier this year he suffered a heart attack and was hospitalised for some weeks.  He continues to take medication to deal with the after affects of the heart attack and associated problems such as high blood pressure and diabetes.  Veronica also suffers from high blood pressure, and this may present a risk to her and her husband if they are forced to endure a long flight to Pakistan.

If this family if forced onto the plane, it is certain that they will be deeply and obviously distressed and this will clearly affect the comfort and safety of other passengers.  Any problems that arise as a result could well damage the reputation of PIA in the eyes of both current and potential passengers.

There have recently been a number of incidents in which asylum seekers have been physically assaulted on or near aircraft during attempted removals.  As a result of this, XL Airways recently made a statement that they would no longer take part in forced removals and other airlines have indicated that they are sympathetic to this view.  

In the light of the Home Office’s recent statement that "Airline captains have the right to refuse carriage of a passenger and will do so if they feel appropriate for security or commercial reasons", I urge Pakistan International Airlines not to carry out this forced removal.

Yours Sincerely,
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