Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith MP 

Secretary of State for the Home Office 

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London   SW1P 4DF

Fax: 020 7035 3262

Dear Home Secretary 

RE: George William and family – Home Office Reference: W1060102

George William and family fled from Pakistan after years of harassment and persecution because of their Christian beliefs.  The family are currently detained in Tinsley House Immigration Removal Centre, awaiting removal to Karachi on Pakistan International Airlines Flight PK0788 at 17:00 on Sunday 23rd December.

George’s wife Veronica was raised as a Muslim but converted to Christianity when they married.  Veronica’s family objected to the marriage and began to subject the couple to harassment and abuse in an attempt to persuade them to convert to Islam. The couple escaped this harassment when they moved to live and work in Abu Dhabi in the 1970s, but on their return to Pakistan in 1994 the problems immediately began again and increased over the years.

In early 2003 George was physically assaulted by members of his wife’s family and told that if the family did not convert to Islam they would all be killed.  Fearing for his life, George fled to the UK leaving his wife and family behind in Pakistan.  He claimed asylum in April 2003 but his claim was rejected because the Home Office did not believe that Christians would be persecuted for their beliefs in Pakistan.

In 2004 George’s youngest son, Fabian, was kidnapped by members of Veronica’s family.  He was taken to an unknown location and told that the following morning he would be taken to a mosque and converted to Islam.  Fabian managed to escape and re-join his mother and sisters.  Veronica then decided to leave Pakistan for the UK and brought Fabian and her two daughters with her.  Two older sons remained behind in Pakistan.

Veronica claimed asylum for her whole family, citing George as a dependant, in August 2004.  This application was also rejected on the same grounds as George’s earlier claim.  In June 2005 a Fresh Claim was submitted on behalf of the whole family.  The Home Office rejected this claim on 23 November 2007.  

At 07:00 on the morning of 19th December Immigration Officers went to the family home in Swansea and took the family into detention to await removal to Pakistan.

This family has suffered greatly because of Veronica’s wish to share her husband’s religion.  She has become estranged from her own family and every member of the family has been threatened with death if they do not convert to Islam.  During their time in Pakistan they were forced to constantly move about the country and around Karachi in order to escape the attentions of Veronica’s family.  Because they have left Pakistan and attempted to claim asylum in the UK they are now at even more risk should they be returned.  George is convinced that he will be killed and the rest of the family will either be forced to convert to Islam or be killed also.  

In their time in the UK this family has not been idle.  George has spent his time volunteering with Oxfam in Swansea and studying at the local college.  His younger son Fabian, and his two daughters have all done well at school and college.  If allowed to remain in the UK, both the daughters have a good chance of going to University to study for degrees. The whole family has been active in the local Catholic Church and they are very popular and well liked in Swansea.  

The two older sons, who initially stayed behind in Pakistan, came to the UK with student visas in 2004.  Since then they have been studying IT in London.  Their fees and expenses have been covered by sponsorship from friends in Pakistan.  Both boys are doing well in their studies.  Unfortunately, the boys were present in Swansea when the rest of the family was detained.  They were also taken into custody, separate from the rest of the family, and are now also threatened with removal because of some alleged irregularity with their visa applications.  

I am concerned that this family will face unwarranted harassment, persecution and worse if they are returned to Pakistan.  I urge you to reconsider this case and to use your discretionary powers to allow this family to remain in the UK on compassionate grounds.

Yours Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

City: 



Postcode:


Country:

Date: 



Email: 



Phone:

