Mr. Christoph Von Saldern, Managing Director
Hamburg International Airlines

Falkenbergpark

Paradiesstraße 206b

D-12526 Berlin/Schönefeld
Head Office Fax: 00 4940 5005 0111 

E-Mail: contact@hamburg-international.de 
Dear Mr. Saldern,

                          Re Forced Removal of Zaman Ahmed Zahin on Hamburg International Airlines ‘Ethnic charter flight’ for UK Home Office ‘Operation Ravel’ to Afghanistan on March 4th 2008 @ 20:30hrs flight PVT008 from the UK to Baku for onward transit to Kabul. 

Afghanistan is rated the *second weakest state in the world, lacking the capacity to establish and maintain political institutions, secure their population from violent conflict and control their territories and meet the basic needs of their population.

I understand that your airline will be removing Zaman Ahmed Zahin to Afghanistan where he is likely to face further persecution, harassment and possibility of death.

Zaman is an Afghani refugee who was living in Afghanistan and fled to the UK in 2002. He was initially granted one year’s Leave to Remain, but when he tried to extend this it was refused at appeal. The judge recognized that Zaman was an entirely credible witness but felt he could use his talents in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. This was ignoring the fact that Zaman had previously worked for several aid agencies in Afghanistan, but this did not protect him or his family from persecution and harassment. 

However, new documentary evidence has been produced proving that that the Government is still looking for him, and in August 2006 Zaman submitted a fresh claim for asylum. Zaman fears that if he is returned to Afghanistan, he will almost certainly be arrested or killed either by forces within the government, or by supporters of the insurgents who will suspect him of being a Western spy. 

Being detained by the Immigration Services has caused Zaman a great deal of stress. He is likely to be extremely distressed and unstable if he is placed on a flight to Afghanistan and is at great risk. 
His solicitor is in the process of applying for an injunction to prevent this removal as well as preparing for a Judicial Review so his fresh appeal and substantial new evidence can be fully considered. This removal is scheduled before his fresh asylum claim with substantial new evidence is fully considered. 

I am deeply shocked that a reputable airline would carry an unstable and vulnerable passenger under these circumstances. By forcing Zaman to board as a passenger, your airline may be sending him to a death sentence

I urge that you refuse to carry Zaman thus stopping the forced removal. It would be a grave injustice to deport him whilst his solicitor is preparing significant new evidence in support of his fresh asylum claim, and before a full and fair legal hearing. 

‘Ethnic charter flights’ are seriously harming the reputation of Hamburg International Airlines.

Yours Sincerely,

Name: 

Address: 

City: 




   Postcode: 

Country: 


                Date: 

*Washington-based Brookings Institution and the Center for Global Development ranked 141 developing countries according to their performance in four core areas -- economic, political, security and social welfare. [Afghanistan came second]

Index of State Weakness in the Developing World
