Mario Natusch

Director, Flight Operations

Hamburg International Airlines (HIA)

Email: Flugbetrieb@hamburg-international.de

Fax: 00 49 4050 0501-11

Dear Mr Natusch

Re: Mohammed Isahq Ibrahimi, due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Tuesday, 25th March 2008 at 20.30hrs by Hamburg International Airlines 'Ethnic Charter Flight' PVT008 to Baku and flight PVT085 to Kabul.
Isahq is a young man who is originally from Afghanistan but who has lived in Bolton in the UK for 6 years.  He is thoroughly integrated into the British way of life.

He is a Shi’a Muslim of Hazara ethnicity.  He claimed asylum because of his fear of persecution due to his ethnicity and religion. He was a member of a group called Hazb-e-Harakat and worked as a bodyguard with this group. As a result of this he fears reprisals if he were returned to Afghanistan, a country which he left at the age of 16 years.  He has no family living there now and no other friends or other support if he came under attack, which would make him extremely vulnerable. 

He was arrested on January 6th, 2008 and having been taken to four removal centres in turn was finally detained at Harmondsworth Immigration Removal Centre.  He has been in a state of limbo since then.  He is understandably despairing and feels very isolated. 

After his initial 2002 claim for asylum failed, he made a fresh claim in 2005 based on new evidence. Despite around 10 letters from his solicitor Diane Smith, at Ramsbottom Watson Solicitors, Blackburn, there was no reply from the Home Office about his case for a long time.  Eventually his claim was refused, as was his appeal.

He did not access NASS support from 2005 onwards and has been living destitute, supported by his friends and a weekly food parcel from the Red Cross.

Despite his hardship he remained involved in community based, voluntary activities such as Refugee Healthy Eating Project (a project which aims to integrate and educate refugees and local people working around healthy lifestyles), sewing classes (where he worked as a voluntary tutor) and the DeProSU community allotment, another local educational and integration project. He has been unstinting in his readiness to help others, whatever their ethnicity and has been as asset to the community.

Isahq has been keen to take advantage of whatever educational opportunities have been on offer and has attended ESOL classes and computer courses.  He has played football for a local team.  He is open to new ideas and has always been willing to explore new avenues and initiatives offered locally.

Isahq has the qualities of an ideal citizen of the UK and if given the chance would be a hardworking, conscientious member of the community.

According to the Human Rights Watch World Report for 2007
Afghans face escalating violations of their human rights at the hands of a variety of abusers: the Taliban and other anti-government insurgent groups, including Islami and tribal militias, criminal groups and local warlords (many with government affiliations), and, increasingly, the Afghan government itself. The United Nations’ assessment of areas considered “most dangerous” and thus out of bounds for nearly all aid workers doubled in 2007 to cover one-third of Afghanistan. 

Violence and insecurity in 2007 was a bloodier year than any since the US-led forces ousted the Taliban in 2001.

Ref; http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/feb/29/afghanistan.terrorism
Afghanistan mission close to failing – US
After six years of US-led military support and billions of pounds in aid, security in Afghanistan is "deteriorating" and President Hamid Karzai's government controls less than a third of the country, America's top intelligence official has admitted. Mike McConnell testified in Washington that Karzai controls about 30% of Afghanistan and the Taliban 10%, and the remainder is under tribal control. http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/feb/29/afghanistan.terrorism
I am deeply shocked that a reputable airline would carry passengers against their will in the manner that you have done in the past and I urge you not to carry out any more of these flights, please cancel the flight for Tuesday 25th March.

‘Ethnic charter flights’ are seriously harming the reputation of Hamburg International Airlines

Yours Sincerely,

Name: John O

Address:  110 Hamstead Road

City: 
Birmingham


                  Postcode:   B20 2QS                               

Country: UK



                  Date: 

Email: 
JohnO@ncadc.org.uk


     Phone:  0121 554 6947

