Rt Hon. Jacqui Smith MP

Secretary of State for Home Department

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Dear Home Secretary,

Re: Kemi Ayinde, Taiwo Salami, and Yasmin Salami, Home Office reference: S1387236

The family are currently detained in Yarl's Wood IRC and due to be forcibly removed from the UK to Nigeria on Tuesday 8th July on Virgin Nigeria Airways flight VK292 from Gatwick to Lagos at 22.15hrs. This will be the second attempt to remove the family.

On Tuesday 1st July, British Airways refused to allow the family to fly due to Kemi’s health condition, which included high blood pressure. There has been great support for the family demonstrated both at local level, from their community in Cardiff, and nationwide with much media interest. Supporters who believe the family should not be deported include the Leader and Deputy Leader of Cardiff County Council and Welsh Government Minister Leanne Wood. 

I have made myself familiar with this case.

Kemi Ayinde is a 24-year-old woman from Nigeria who was trafficked to the UK seven years ago. She was forced to work in London as a prostitute and was told she would have to work as a prostitute for 3-4 years in order to pay for being brought to the UK. She was not allowed to leave the house that she was forced to work at. Kemi managed to escape from the house in 2004 and became street homeless in London.

Taiwo Salami is her partner whom she met in 2005 in London. They have a daughter, Yasmin Salami who is 18 months old.

They lived together in Bristol where Taiwo claimed asylum, with Kemi as a dependent. Kemi claimed asylum in her own right on 21st March 2008.

Kemi cannot return to Nigeria as the woman who brought her to the UK to work as a prostitute said she would die if she ran away. She was destitute before she met this woman in Nigeria and has no relationship with any family members and has not since her parents abandoned her at a young age. Her father is now dead and mother has married again and doesn’t consider Kemi part of the family.

Nigeria's respect for Human Rights is practically non-existent

USA Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Nigeria 2007 [women continue to suffer worst]

“Domestic violence and discrimination against women; female genital mutilation (FGM); child abuse and child sexual exploitation; societal violence; ethnic, regional, and religious discrimination; and trafficking in persons for the purpose of prostitution and forced labor.”
Since the family moved to Cardiff last year Yasmin has joined a local playgroup, they all attend church and are involved with ‘Nigeria Community Wales’. Kemi’s partner is also a volunteer for Sue Ryder Cancer Care in Central Cardiff. Being removed from the UK would interfere with their human right to a family life.

Kemi Ayinde is 5 months pregnant and is experiencing back/spinal problems. She cannot stand up on her own and cannot stand up straight. Their daughter Yasmin also has an uncomfortable skin problem. Kemi feels that they have not received appropriate medical attention whilst detained at Yarl’s Wood IRC.The family are all experiencing stress and feelings of depression because of their situation.

I urge you to reconsider your decision to remove this family. I believe that Kemi’s health is at high risk if she is forcibly removed. Please allow the family to stay safe in the UK where they can live without fear of repercussions from human traffickers in Nigeria and where they can continue their family life that they have developed in Cardiff.

Yours sincerely
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