Jacqui Smith

Secretary of State

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2 Marsham St

London SW1 4DF

Fax: 020 8760 3132
July 2008 

Dear Ms Smith,

Re: Anselme Noumbiwa HO Ref: N1126839

Anselme Noumbiwa, a Cameroon national, is currently detained in Harmondsworth IRC due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Thursday 23rd October at 06:15 on British Airways flight BA 302 to Paris and then Air France flight AF940 to Yaoundé, Cameroon @ 10:25.

I have made myself familiar with the case of Anselme Noumbiwa !
Anselme Noumbiwa fled Cameroon in 2006 because he was at risk of punishment for not adhering to the tribal traditions of the Bamileke people.  As the son and heir to the tribal Chief, Anselme was expected to assume his father's role, which included 'marrying' his many wives.  When his father died in May 2006, Anselme refused to become the new Chief because polygamy contravened his Christian beliefs. In an attempt to force Anselme to comply with tradition, the village elders subjected him to the most degrading and terrifying torture.

Anselme's application for asylum was refused and the Immigration Judge who heard his appeal rejected the account of his experiences despite compelling evidence in the form of a newspaper account of his ordeal in L'Effort Camerounais, the newspaper of the Catholic Bishop's Conference in Cameroon. Anselme has since substantiated his evidence by providing an official letter from the Editor of L'Effort testifying to the veracity of the article and the integrity of the newspaper.  He has also produced a medico-legal report commissioned by the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture documenting his trauma and a report on Bamileke traditions, which is consistent with his story of abuse. 

All of this has been rejected by the Home Office, who say that even in the event that his story were true, he could relocate to another part of Cameroon.  Anselme's claim has therefore been refused, as has an application by Anselme's solicitors for a judicial review of the case. 

Anselme was arrested in April and has been in detention since.

 

Anselme has lived in Tees Valley since July 2006.  He attends Sacred Heart RC Church, is active in the local community and was studying English at Stockton Riverside College. Anselme has many friends and supporters who are outraged at the unjust and inhumane manner in which Home Office officials have treated Anselme’s case.
 

The people of Tees Valley and beyond have been angered by the apparent callous indifference to Anselme’s plight.  

I urge you to exercise compassion and save Anselme from certain torture should he be forced to return to Cameroon.
Yours sincerely
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