Be Concerned.....

But Don't Campaign

Do You Worry About The World?  Gun and Knife Crime.  Banks At Risk.  Climate Change.  War In Iraq.  Oppressed Minorities.  Care Homes Closing.  Young Lives Wasted.  Cruelty To Animals.  Data Misuse.  Spies In The Sky.

CARING SHOULD NOT BE ILLEGAL

We're famous in Liverpool for caring and campaigning about the issues.  You don't have to agree with the cause but you should agree with the right to free speech.  Today though, campaigners – people who care - are being chased out of the city centre, their voices silenced.  And it's being done in your name.    People giving out information, raising petitions, setting up stalls, talking to people(!) about issues they passionately care about are being moved on, shut down, threatened, their details taken, arrested, charged and tried in the courts.  Are you going to let it happen?  Happen to you?

ARRESTED FOR PROTESTING, BULLIED FOR CAMPAIGNING
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Half a dozen campaigners have been arrested over the last few months for the 'crime' of giving out leaflets or talking to people.  But who's being hurt by free speech?  The police say they are only doing their duty but if no crime is being committed, what's the problem?  They say the Council wants rid of us, the Council says it only cares about littering.  So who's telling the truth?  To the police we're a target, to the wardens a nuisance, to the council a statistic: people to get rid of, to be tidied up.    Hide them away, chase them away and tick the box that says 'job done'.  And whose box is it?  The big shop-owners and landlords, that's who!

PRIVATE PLACES ARE PROTEST-FREE

Let's face it, protesters sell no phones, buy no cheap clothes, no lattes, no Big Macs.  And even two or three take up space that could be used for selling!  It's not enough we stand in public spaces, outside derelict shops or in wide streets for a few hours on Saturdays. The vast amounts of money being spent (wasted?) on prettifying the city centre is for the benefit of private landlords like Grosvenor or Downings, stores like M&S, Carphone Warehouse and MacDonalds.  Streets that used to be public places are now outdoor malls patrolled by the store police, who used to be your police.   

PROFIT BEFORE FREE SPEECH

The city centre is increasingly a big machine for making money, whether you're a developer, landlord or store owner.  It's a machine that needs money most people can't afford to spend.  Nothing must get in the way of spending.  The police, the council, the landlords and owners sit in their well-appointed offices above the river, deciding how to keep the wheels turning, the money flowing, your money.  And the most precious thing of all, free speech in a free society?  Where's the profit in that? 

THERE'S A CAREER IN CLAMPDOWNS
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So why do they do it?  Well, the Chief Constable of Merseyside is in the running for the top job in London and zero-tolerance plays well down south.   Council officers get promoted by doing as they're told.  Councillors keep their well-paid jobs keeping the owners sweet and the rest of us quiet.  So when government comes to town they can point out how well they are running the city, your city, a city that used to care.

LEGAL PROTEST

Juries are increasingly accepting that 'unlawful' protest – against war, climate change, airport expansion and a host of other issues – has a point and there's a right to campaign.  But not in Liverpool apparently.  Legal campaigns and protesters are being pushed around and arrested, jackboot style.  But the Council is 'your' Council.  The police are 'your' police.  The city is 'your' city.  If campaigning is outlawed, not by the law but by the misuse of the law, what will you do when schools are threatened, care cut back, parks taken away, crimes unpunished, racial hatred grows or wars explode?  Write a letter to the Echo?

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Do you care enough about free speech to do something?  If you do 

· SIGN THE PETITION

· PHONE ROGER PHILLIPS ON THE RADIO

· COMPLAIN TO YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR AND EMAIL YOUR MP......

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Liverpool Freedom of Expression, c/o Next To Nowhere, Liver House, 96a Bold Street, Liverpool L1

