Petition to Right. Hon. Jacqui Smith MP, Home Secretary to allow Hasam Azizi to remain in the UK 
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Hasam Azizi a national of Afghanistan has been living in Leicester since 2004. He is an honest, caring, peaceful and law-abiding man who needs help and protection from the UK government because of the dangers to practising Christians in Afghanistan.
Hasam Azizi is currently preparing his appeal to stay in Britain. His court appearance for the Full Hearing will be on 12th May 2009.

Hasam was orphaned at the age of 10, in Kabul, when a bomb killed his parents and his sister, and blew up their house. An aunt took him to Iran to escape the fighting, where they lived as illegal refugees. The aunt and uncle gave him the last of the money from his father’s house plot, and left him to make his own way in the world.

With no prospect of help in either Iran or Afghanistan he used the money to make his way to the UK in 2002, claimed asylum, and hoped that Britain might allow a bright, fit 17 year old a future that seemed denied to him elsewhere. There has followed over six years of limbo as far as the authorities are concerned.

In that time Hasam has taught himself spoken and written English to a very high level, has learnt how to fit in to British society and culture, and has embraced Christianity. In January 2005 he was baptised and made a member of Bishop Street Methodist Church, and for nearly 5 years he has been an active and enthusiastic part of our Church life, attending worship, joining in with bible studies, and social events and training to be part of the City Centre Street Pastors team. 
It would be a grossly unreasonable act to return Hasam to Afghanistan, a place he had to leave when he was 10 years old, where he has no immediate relatives, no friends, and no one who would be disposed to help him, in a country where assistance from outside is all but impossible. As a Christian he would find it impossible to work or express his religion in any form. 

Leicester is clearly his home. He has a wide circle of friends, contacts and opportunities, and would love the chance to fully contribute to society.
We the undersigned agree that Hasam Azizi Home Office Ref: A1166589 should not be returned to Afghanistan but given leave to remain with his Leicester Community; where has established a ‘private life’ as set out in Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Petitions should be returned to - Friends of Hasam Azizi: 
C/o Bishop Street Methodist Church, 10A Bishop Street, Leicester, LE1 6AF, by Monday May 11th

