Rt. Hon Alan Johnson, MP
Secretary of State for the Home Office
3rd Floor, Peel Buildings, 2 Marsham St
London SW1 4DF
Fax: 020 8760 3132
Emails:  UKBApublicenquiries@UKBA.gsi.gov.uk       CITTO@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Dear Home Secretary,
                           I am contacting you with grace concern regarding; Nadia Arzane and Bashir Foris a married Iranian couple in their early 20s, currently detained in Yarl’s Wood IRC. They are due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Thursday 6th May on Air Baltic BT652, from Gatwick airport @ 13:10 to Riga, Latvia.

Nadia is an activist from Iran who supported the opposition party by making a stand against human right abuses. On a protest in July 2009, in the town of Bandar Abbas, she saw a person beaten to death by government agents.  She handed out leaflets and CDs in her local area calling on people to vote against President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. A few days later, she returned home from work and witnessed her father being beaten and arrested because he would not hand over information about her. Her father spent two months in an Iranian prison where he was tortured.  As a young Christian and human rights activist she has suffered prolonged persecution from the Iranian government and will be arrested and possibly executed if she is returned.
Nadia has shown immense courage and conviction in her Christian Faith and her belief in Human Rights. Her and her husband have been detained since their arrival in the UK and are currently being detained in Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre.
Nadia and Bashir are under immense stress.  Nadia's physical and mental health are a serious concern. Nadia she is terrified. She is 16 weeks pregnant and at the stage during which miscarriages are most common. She has not had a full psychological assessment as recommended by health professionals; She is showing signs of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and is unable to eat or sleep. Without a full psychological assessment there is no way of knowing the full state of Nadia's mental health, and how the stress of the imminent removal will affect the health of her unborn child. She is not receiving any treatment.

The home office had issued the couple with removal directions and a flight had been booked for them to return to Latvia on Friday 22rd April, this was stayed at the last minute.

New removal directions have been set for Thursday 6th May for the couple to be returned to Latvia; where it is likely they will be returned to Iran. 

International organisations have reported that execution is common place in Iran for a range of crimes including acts of dissidence. Sexual violence by guards in women's prisons is widespread, as are other violent acts.
Human Rights Watch have published  the case of Maryam Sabir, 21, who was arrested after attending a commemoration demonstration to mark the 40th day after the murder of Neda Solton- whose shooting dead during a demonstration shocked the world. Before she was released Sabir says she was raped four times by guards.
Mehdi Karroubi, Reformist Presidential Candidate stated that, "Some detained individuals stated that some authorities have raped detained women with such force that they have sustained injuries and tears to their reproductive system" (Human Rights Watch, 'Iran: Stop Covering up Sexual Assaults in Prisons'). 
I ask that you exercise compassion and your discretion by releasing this family from detention. 

Please reconsider their case with a view to giving the family leave to remain in the UK.

Yours Sincerely,
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