To: Rt Hon Theresa May
Secretary of State for the Home Office 
3rd Floor, Peel Buildings
2 Marsham Street
London SW1P 4DF
Fax: 020 8760 3132 

Email:   Privateoffice.external@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk    UKBApublicenquiries@UKBA.gsi.gov.uk   

 "CIT - Treat Official" CITTO@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
 
 Dear Home Secretary,
                                    Re: Courage Ogbeiwi Idiagbonya; Home Office ref no: J1066054
 
Courage Idiagbonya, of Newcastle upon Tyne and a postgraduate student at Newcastle University, is originally from Nigeria. He is currently detained in Brook House IRC, and due to be forcibly removed from the U.K. on a charter flight to Lagos, Nigeria on Thursday, 27 May @ 21:50. Courage will be at risk if he is returned to Nigeria. I am, therefore, writing to request that his removal be stopped and that you use your discretion to allow him to return to his M.A. studies at Newcastle University, 
Courage sought asylum here in 2002. As a student leader at the University of Benin he was forced to flee from Nigeria after receiving death threats from a violent student cult, sponsored by the University in conjunction with the Nigerian state He was active in human rights and in campaigning for the eradication of secret cultism in universities, so that students could study without the constant threat of disruption and violence. The UKBA’s own latest Country of Origin Information on Nigeria (15 January 2010) reports on the continuing existence of Secret Student Cults (10.03 – 10.10) and quotes a Human Rights’ Watch report describing them as ‘violent gangs that operate on and off campus – one foot each in the criminal and political spheres’ and ‘the most widely feared criminal enterprises in the country’.

Courage is still at risk in Nigeria and there is every possibility that he would once again face persecution, with the likelihood of imprisonment, torture – even death – if he were forced to return. He cannot rely on being protected: 
Human Rights Watch has expressed concerns that 'extra-judicial executions remain a chronic problem’ and this is confirmed by a report released on 18 May 2010: ‘Criminal Force: Torture, Abuse and Extrajudicial Killings by the Nigeria Police Force’ (open Society Justice Initiative and Network on Police Reform in Nigeria).  Crisis Watch listed Nigeria in February 2010 as a country that had “deteriorated”. Nigeria lacks the capacity to establish and maintain political institutions, secure their population from violent conflict, control their territories and meet the basic needs of their population. Is in free fall to becoming a failed state; 22nd in 'Fund for Peace'   Failed States Index in 2006 it plummeted to 15th in 2009 a 32% decrease in living/human rights conditions in 3 years.
Courage has settled fully into the Newcastle community and, when he was detained in March, was completing an M.A. in Political Research and had submitted a proposal for a PhD. He has the wholehearted support of his fellow students and university staff, and those of the wider community who know him. He has established strong links in the North East.

Courage has experienced a variety of problems since he first arrived here and has shown great determination and single-mindedness to overcome them. He has experienced more than his fair share of fear and misfortune. All who know him comment on his strength and stoicism in the face of adversity – and also on his politeness and gentle personality. He experienced many difficulties during his undergraduate years and it is to his great credit that he achieved his Biochemistry degree in 2009.
 
 I would, respectfully, request that you reconsider Courage’s case on compassionate grounds, stop any arrangements for his deportation, release him from detention and allow him to return to Newcastle to complete his studies in safety, so that – as he plans to do - he may use his qualifications for the benefit of others. 

Yours Sincerely,


Name:


Address:


City:                                     Postcode:                                            Country:


Date:                                    Email:                                                    Phone:

