Fax Message

The Rt Hon Theresa May, MP, Secretary of State for the Home Office 

Fax 020-7035-4745
Re: Forced Removal of Biniam Asmelash (HO Reference A1359075) on Monday 14th June on flight BA2542 from Gatwick
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I have made myself familiar with the case of Biniam Asmelash (HO Reference A1359075) 

Biniam is a good father and a devout Christian who fled Eritrea as the Pentecostal Christian Church is not tolerated by the Eritrean Government. 

The US State Department 2010 report on International Religious Freedom in Eritrea, lists Eritrea as a country of concern, 'Violations of religious freedom include: arbitrary arrests and detentions without charge of members of unregistered religious groups; torture or other ill-treatment of religious prisoners, sometimes resulting in death; a prolonged ban on public religious activities by all unrecognized religious groups; closure by the authorities of the places of worship of these groups; inordinate delays on registration applications from religious groups; and the disruption of private religious gatherings and social events of members of unregistered groups.

Leaving Eritrea in 2004 Biniam settled in Italy, but continued to the UK to be with his wife, Lula, and children after they were also forced to leave Eritrea to avoid religious persecution. In 2009 Lula received Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK. Biniam was re-united with his wife and children in December 2008 and since then has played an active role as a loving father and husband to his children and wife.

Biniam was detained on Thursday 3rd June and has been given removal directions to Italy on Monday 14th of June. 

Sending Biniam to Rome will separate him from his wife, Lula, and 2 young children Abenether (4 years) and Eliud (8 months) in clear violation of his basic human right to a family life. 
I humbly ask you to exercise your powers of discretion, release Biniam from detention and allow him to remain in the UK with his loving wife and children.
Yours Sincerely,
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