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Three origins of The Transition 
Timeline

1) Providing a sense of the ‘big picture’ for UK 
Transition initiatives

2) Concerns about scale of challenges

3) Fleshing out the vision



Book overview

Second half – Latest evidence on climate change 
and peak oil, focusing on present and future UK 

impacts.

First half – Four different visions, focusing on the 
Transition Vision.  

Also Rob chapter on tools for communities 
planning their local visions.



  

Why visions of the future matter

The Transition movement is very focused on 
peak oil and climate change, and with good 

reason

But what created these problems...?

Our collective choices, shaped by our 
understanding of the world and what is 

important to us 
 



  

Different visions of our future
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Different visions of our future



 In our future, we create a 
resilient, more localised society 
which avoids the worst potential 
of climate change and peak oil 
through building thriving lower-
energy communities teeming 
with satisfying lifestyles and 

fulfilled people.



  

Examines in depth:

• Food and water
(current trends, cultural story change, Vision)

• Population and demographics
• Electricity and energy
• Travel and transport

• Health and medicine

• Systems thinking - pulling 
these threads together



  



  

“We act as though comfort and luxury were the chief 
requirements of life, when all that we need to 
make us really happy is something to be 
enthusiastic about.” 

                                                 – Charles Kingsley



  

So how do we help make it 
happen?

1) Know the reality of our times

3) Know and recognise the dominant stories

5) Flesh out alternative stories (explanatory and 
predictive) and build compelling visions of our 
future, globally and locally

7) Plan out making those visions a reality

9) …



  

“Once you have glimpsed the world as it 
might be, as it ought to be, as it’s going to 
be (however that vision appears to you), it 
is impossible to live compliant and 
complacent anymore in the world as it is”

- Victoria Safford



 
 


