Sam Okwulehie, Group Area Manager 

Kenya Airways 

Bedfont Road

Staines

Middlesex 

TW19 7NL

Fax: 020 8745 5027

Phone: 020 8759 7366

Dear Mr. Okwulehie

Charles Atangana a national of Cameroon and resident of Glasgow, is due to be forcibly removed from the UK on Kenya Airways flight KQ101 on Tuesday 29th June 2010 at 20:00 to Nairobi and then KQ524 to Yaounde in Cameroon.
Charles arrived in the UK in May 2004. He has been in the UK for over 6 years. During this time Charles has played a significant role in the local community both as a volunteer with the Citizens Advice Bureau in Parkhead but also as an active member of the National Union of Journalists and a activist and with the Maryhill Integration Network.

 

His original asylum application was refused he submitted fresh representations in December 2008 and the same month had his support stopped. Since then he has had to survive on the support of friends and supporters. 17 months after he had submitted his fresh representations he was given a refusal letter.  

A professional journalist and an active member of the Cameroon Journalists Trade Union (CJTU/SNJC) Charles had been arrested by the Cameroonian authorities after he wrote several articles critical of them. In detention for forty days he was stripped naked and beaten. In Cameroon his wife has also been detained, stripped and beaten and shown an arrest warrant for Charles.

 

US state Department Background Note from Febraury 5 2010 notes that 

"Cameroon has a number of private newspapers, radio stations, and private television stations. Censorship was officially abolished in 1996, but the government has on occasion seized or suspended newspapers, radio stations, and television stations. 

Despite strong civil rights on the books, the government recurrently infringes upon rights and liberties in practice. Discrimination against women, homosexuals and indigenous peoples is pervasive. Criticism of the president, ranking officials or the government at large continues to be met by harassment and physical force by the government. Similarly, the rights to assemble and of association are often curtailed according to ideology and political alignment. The public’s ability to seek recourse from the courts remains minimal due to insufficient resources and physical access, and corruption. Government prisons are plagued by overcrowding, poor sanitation, and corruption by security forces. Reports of torture, excessive force, unlawful arrests and detention, and unlawful killings by police and security forces remain widespread. Forced labor and human trafficking are also chronic problems."

Cameroon is listed 26th in this years failed states index: A failed state is  a state having little or no governance, endemic corruption, profiteering by ruling elites, very poor Human Rights, the government cannot/will not protect the population from others or itself, massive internal conflict, forced internal/external displacement, institutionalised political exclusion of significant numbers of the population, progressive deterioration of welfare infrastructure (hospitals, clinics, doctors, nurses) not adequate to meet health, needs, progressive economic decline of the country as a whole as measured by per capita income, debt, severe child mortality rates, poverty levels.

I would, urge Kenya Airways not to facilitate the UK’s enforcement policies, please refuse to carry out the forced removal of Charles Atangana.

Yours sincerely
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